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Rioters kurn down banks in Iranian city 

NICOSIA (R ) — Rioters tamed down tanks and official buildings in the 
west Iranian city of. Arak after a government truck ran over a an 
Iranian opposition group said on Monday. Pofice and Revolutionary 
Guard reinforcements were sent bom Tehran as violence' swept the 
provincial capital on Wednesday and Thursday, the Iraqi-based 
^jahedeen-c-Kbalq said. Security forces arrested 260 people in the 
indus trial aty 240 tatanetics southwest of Tehran. They fired shots to 
tfeperse rimers who burned down or damaged several government 
buikfiGgs, 10 bank branches and 21 official can. the group said. Iranian 
o fficia ls have remained silent on the incident but the radical Tehran 
newspaper Sa l am confirmed the riots. In its Sunday issue, Salam said a 
telephone caDer had inquired why h bad not reported the “Arak riots.” It 
replied that it confirmed the incident tat had not printed details h^raum*- 
“evaryone has remained silent, maybe with good reason.” The Mujahe- 

de ea sai d tie riOtCra Chan t ed a g ain # Iranian le^fcn; and sn |a s* t«H 

a portrait of the late Ayatollah Rnhollah Khomeini in an Arak square. 
Security forces controlled the roads leading to the city, where the 
atmosphere remained tense, it added. 
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Israeli raids killing peace — Syria 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria said on Monday Israeli air raids in Lebanon 
were aimed at killing Middle East peace talks and returning Lebanon to 
the atmosphere of civil war. "Israel’s escalating aggression against 
Lebanon and its threats to launch a war ore aimed at killing the peace 
process and burying it completely.” Foreign Minister Farouq A1 Sbarsn 
told reporters, brad, which controls a buffer strip across South Lebanon, 
has launched seven air raids further north since guerrillas overran a post of 
its local militia allies lost Tuesday (See story below). Mr. Sharaa said the 
government of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir had previously 
“failed lo stop the peace process through several other means.” He said 
the Lebanese resistance had existed since Israel invaded Lebanon in 1982 
and occupied parts of the country. “There is nothing new in this. 
Occupation, and the arrogance and brutality of the Israeli occupation 
forces, are strong motives for the resistance, which nobody can stop until 
the aggression ends,” Mr. Sharaa said. He said the Lebanese government 
was not bung dictated to by anyone and was working in accordance with 
an Arab-brokered peace treaty which haired a 1975-90 civil war. 
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Scalfaro elected 

Italian president 

ROME (R) — Oscar Luigi Scal- 
faro, speaker of tbe lower house 
of the Italian parliament, on 
Monday secured the 508 votes 
needed to become president of 
Italy, state television reported. 
Parliamentarians keeping their 
own unofficial tally started ap- 
plauding even before c oun ting 
had finished as Mr. Scalfaro, a 
73-year-old Christian Democrat, 
cleared the 50 per cent barrier. 
With parliament shaken by a 
Mafia bomb attack on a gang- 
basting judge (see page 8) Scal- 
faro emerged on Monday as a 
compromise can didate by 

Italy’s main political parties after 
15 earlier votes bad failed to pick 
a new head of state. 

29 killed in clashes 
In southeast Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Separatist 
Kurdish unrest in southeastern 
Turkey has claimed 29 lives in the 
region since Friday, officials said 
on Monday. Four separate 
clashes on Sunday between secur- 
ity forces and rebels of die out- 
lawed Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) killed eight rebels, seven 
soldiers, two women and two 
children in the provinces of Bat- 
man, Bingoi, Srinak and Van. 
Unidentified girnmen shot dead a 
16-year-old boy-in Kizfltepe town 
m Mardm province on Sunday. 
On Saturday, the PKK killed an 
army officer and a soldier in an 
ambush, but lost five of its men in 
a dash near Silvan town in Diyar- 
baldr province. Two civilian vil- 
lage guards were lolled by tbe 
rebels on Friday in the same 
province. 

India expels two. 
Pakistani diplomats 

NEW DELHI (R) — India on 
Monday ordered two Pakistani 
diplomats to leave the country 
within 48 hours on charges of 
poring a threat to security. A 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
the two diplomats, Syed Faiyaz 
Mehmood Endrabi and Zafarnl 
Hassan, were “acting in violation 
of accepted norms of diplomatic 
functions and indulging in activi- 
ties prejudicial to the security of 
India.” Tbe action was taken 
after an Indian diplomat in Pakis- 
tan said he was abducted and 
tortured by Pakistani intelligence 
agents over tbe weekend. Islama- 
bad said it was investigating the 
incident. 


yopciiseiscS Iran rally 
^-carrying assails Armenia 

3CCt TEHRAN (R) — About 200 

.; Iranian students chanting “Death 

to Armenia” demonstrated in- 
support of Azerbaijan in the unde- 
clared war between the two for- 
mer Soviet republics, a Tehran 
newspaper said on Monday. The 
march in the northwestern city of 
v -j-v- -V: Tabriz was the first reported ex- 
. „ ;■' ' 1 ^^’presrion of nationalistic support 
jf 's among Iran’s own Azeri com- 
. - - munity for Azerbaijan in its con- 

V. flict with Armenia (see page 8). 

" y*?--; Azeris form Iran’s second largest 

. j . » -.*?■' ■ . ethnic group after Persians. Tab- 
riz is their biggest dty with a 
; r: ’ l million people. 

ANC women act 
against Winnie 
Mandela 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Women members of Nelson Man- 
dela's African National Congress 
(ANC) bave suspended his 
estranged wife Winnie from one of 
her last political posts, a spokes- 
woman said on Monday. Lindawe 
Zulu, bead of information at the 
ANC Women’s League national 
headquarters, said the Johannes- 
burg region of the league decided 
on Sunday to suspend its branch 
executive indefinitely. Winnie 
Mandela, who in recent months 
-has been accused of involvement 
in murder and the disappearance 
tof ANC funds, served on the 
executive as dianwoman. 

Bomb blast in 
Barcelona injures 15 

BARCELONA (R) — Fifteen 
people were injured when a 
bomb hidden in a garbage bag 
exploded in a state employment 
office in Barcelona on Monday, a 
regional government spokesman 
said. The blast followed a car 
bomb explosion near a Madrid 
soccer iht fam on Sunday that 
injured nine people, she of them 
pofice officers. 
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Israeli warplanes raid 
Lebanon, kill family of 4 


JIBSHEET, Lebanon (Agencies) 
— Israeli warplanes hunting 
down guerrillas in South Lebanon 
mounted two air raids Monday, 
but claimed only civilian casual- 
ties — a family of four killed and 
six relatives and neighbours 
wounded. 

As Israeli planes and belicop- 
tera launched the raids, security 
sources said Syria had reinforced 
its troops in the east. 

The sources said hundreds of 
Syrian soldiers entered Lebanon 
at the weekend and deployed in 
the eastern Bekaa Valley. 

The move was apparently link- 
ed to tbe threat of an afi-out 
Israeli assault on Lebanon after 
Israel warned Syria to rein in 
Hizbollah (Party of God) guerril- 
las, the sources said. 

The reinforcements remained 
in the central Bekaa and did not 
move to bolster the Syrian pre- 
sence in the south of the valley. 

Tbe Israeli strikes, tbe thrid 
and fourth in five days, capped a 
week of hostilities pitting Israel 
and its allied South Lebanon 
Army militia against the fun- 
damentalist Hizbollah. 

Police said four fighter- 
bombers and four Cobra heficop- 
ters took part in die raids in a 
triangle of three villages, two of 
them inside die U.N. peacekeep- 
ing zone. Tbe attacks lasted 90 
minutes. 

The villages — Jibsheet, Dard- 
ghaya and Majdal SQim — are 


traditional strongholds of Hizbol- 
lah. ■ 

Hizbollah's leader Sheikh Has- 
san Nasrallab pledged to escalate 
the guerrilla warfare until Israel 
evacuates its self-designated 
security zone” in South Lebanon. 

“It is only with stepped up 
jihad that we can end Israel’s 
occupation,” he said. 

■ “Jihad is the only language the 
enemy understands, not the lan- 
guage of peace talks, ft's with 
blood that we will be able to 
enforce justice,” Sbeikh Nasral- 
lah said in a speech at a Hizbollah 
rally in east Lebanon’s dty of 
Baalbek. 

SLA comander Antoine Lahd 
urged President Elias Hrawi’s 
central government in Beirut to 
“move quickly to block the flow 
of Iranian arms to Hizbollah via 
Syria.” 

He told a news conference in 
Marjayoun that “Israel means 
business and unless Hizbollah is 
speedily curbed there will be 
grave consequences of incalcul- 
able dimensions affecting the 
whole of Lebanon.” 

Israel moved four 155-mm 
Howitzer batteries to a bill near 
the village of Alma A1 Shaab in 
the “security zone,” bringing a 
large area, stretching to the port 
dty of Tyre within artillery range, 
security sources said. 

Prime Minister Rashid Solh 
said his government has in- 


structed its U.N. mission to lodge 
an “urgent complaint” with the 
Security Council and “seek 
speedy pressure to bring Israel's 
repeated aggression to an end." 

The military command in Israel 
confirmed die raids. 

Police said the first bombing 
run targeted Jibsheet at 6:30 a.m. 
(0330 GMT)- The aircraft fired 
six rockets, demolishing the 
three-storey hilltop villa of a 
wealthy businessman, Yasser 
Nassour, 36, on the southeastern 
outskirts of the village. 

Mr. Nassour was killed instant- 
ly along with his wife, Huda 
Hath, 27, and their daughters 
Batoul 7, and Dina, 2 Vi, police 
stud. 

The force of the explosions 
blew tbe bodies of tbe two girls 
about 100 metres north from the 
flattened villa. Batoul was 
apparently preparing to go to 
school when the planes struck as 
rescures found hCT dinging to a 
leather satchel. 

Jibsheet, a village of 3,000 in- 
habitants, was paralysed by a 
day-long strike to mourn the 
family. Shops, businesses, cafes 
and die school were dosed. 

Mrs. Nassouris father, Rida 
Haiti, Mr. Nassonr's brother 
Abbas Nassour and his uncle 
Hamza Nassour were among 
those wounded. Three children 
living in nearby houses also were 
wounded. 


Labour tries Likud’s election 
campaign pitch after violence 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s 
Labour Party, battling Yitzhak 
Shamir’s Likud in a June elec- 
tion, vowed On Monday to be 
tougher on Arab violence than 
even tbe hardline prune minister. 

In the first campaign broadcasts 
since an Arab stabbed to death an 
Israeli girl, Labour led by Yitr 
zhak Rabin tried to woo tradi- 
tional Likud supporters by por- 
traying itself as the party of secur- 
ity. 

“This government is helpless. 
They cannot control this situa- 
tion,” charged Binyamin Ben- 
Eliezer. He is one of six former 
icrals in Labour’s line-up for 
June 23 election that pollsters 
will be close. 

_ the party political broadcast 
on Israel Radio, Mr. Bcn-Ehezer 
challenged the government to 
seal off the occupied Gaza Strip, 
home to 750,000 Palestinians. 
But Likud was hours ahead of 
him. 

Pofice Minister Rouni MOo 
said in a Likud broadcast he and 
Defence Minister Moshe Arens - 
had done just that the night be- 
fore, closing off the Gaza Strip' 


for 72 hours. 

Mr. Milo said he would prop- 
ose extending the closure order at 
tiro next cabinet meeting. Mr. 
Shamir was quoted by Israel 
Televirion on Sunday as saying he 
regretted the attacker was cap- 
tured alive. 

Israeli troops shot and wound- 
ed 34 Arabs during dashes in 
Gaza on Sunday. The violence 
erupted after a gnnbattle in which 
three Palestinians and a border 
poficeman were killed. 

Labour hopes to match Mr. 
Rabin’s long security record 
against Likud’s hardline policy 
while at the same time offering to 
give up occupied land in a peace 
deal with Arabs. Likud opposes 
any “territorial compromise.” 

Mr. Rabin was army chief dur- 
ing the 1967 Middle East war.- As 
ddfence minister at the start of 
the Palestinian uprising in 1987 
1» gained the reputation of a> 
hardliner by ordering soldiers to 
crush Arab activists. 

The girl’s stabbing in the 
working-class town of Bat Yam 
near Tel Aviv sent angry Israelis 
pouring into the streets shouting 
“revenge,” death to Arabs.” 


They wounded five Arab workers 
and a poficeman. 

For its broadcast. Labour 
found Israelis in the crowd shout- 
ing support for Mr. Rabin and his 
party. 

But Likud Foreign Minister 
David Levy made a pitch for 
traditional Labour supporters by 
highlighting his party’s role in 
getting Arabs and Isarelis 
together at U.S.-brokered peace 
talks in Madrid last October. 

Israeli newspaper editorials 
welcomed the focus on issues of 
substance rather than the slur and 
innuendo both parties had 
directed at Mr. Shamir and Mr. 
Rabin, both men in their 70s with 
long, controversial pasts. 

Yet the independent tabloid 
Hadashot criticised both of the 
main parties for failing to con- 
demn the Israeli backlash in bat 
Yam. 

Right-wing politicians claimed 
that attacks on Israelis would 
cease if Palestinians, particularly 
young men, were completely bar- 
red from entering Israel from the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 


Masood, Hekmatyar agree to bury 
the hatchet and vow to end fighting 


KABUL (Agencies) — Two rival 
rebel chiefs on Monday agreed to 
put behind them their long- 
standing differences that have 
weakened the month -old Islamic 
interim government in war-weary 

^^oeiTiUa leader Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar and Defence Minister 
Ahmad Shah Masood, following 
a seven-hour meeting, vowed to 
end the fighting from 14 yean of 
civil war. They also called for 
national election within six 
months and for the withdrawal of 
aD militia farces from the capital. 

“This is a historical occasion,” 
Mr. Masood said at the end of the 
meeting held at Mr. Hekmatyar’s 
base 20 kflometres east of Kabul. 

Mr. Hekmatyar, leader of the 
Hezb-e-Islami, has refused to 
join the interim government until 
die Uzbek nrititia, headed by 
General Abdul Rashid Dostum, 
is pulled out of the capital. 

Despite Monday’s agreement, 
it was uncertain if Gen. Dostum’s 
fighters can be forced to leave the 


the two long-time ene- 
mies talked about peace, Mr. 
Hekmatyar’s forces clashed with 
the Uzbek mifitia oh the southern 
edge of Kabul in fighting that 
witnesse s said left at least 18 


people dead. 

The thud of rockets and heavy 
artillery and blasts of machine- 
gun fire erupted late Sunday, 
echoing for several hours through 
the curfew-bound capital. 

■ Sporadic blasts began after 
sunrise Monday and continued 
until sunset. 

A column of tanks was seen 
moving through the city streets 
towards southern Kabul, where 
the fighting was co n ce n trated. 

The fighting resumed just 
boors before Mr. Hekmatyar and 
Mr. Masood met for the first time 
since the Islamic government re- 
placed the communist regime of 
ousted President NapboUah. 

The two rival dbiefe bad left 
aside their differences to battle a 
succession of Kremlin-backed 
governments. Tbe Red Army en- 
ded its more than nme-year 
occupation in February 1989. 

But leaders had been seeking 
to dominate the interim rebel 
government that took power 
April 28. 

Earlier, interim President Sib- 
ghatoDah Mojadtfidi had refused 
to give in to Mr. Hekmatyart 
demands, calling Dostum “a 
great Islamic warnor” and prais- 
ing him to help topple Mr. N&- 
jibollah. 


The president last week prom- 
oted Gen. Dostum to a full rank 
of general in the new Islamic 
army, a gesture that prompted 
sharp criticism from Mr. Hek- 
matyar and other fundamentalist 
leaders. 

At a news co n fe r ence Monday, 
Mr. Mojaddidi released an April 
5 letter from Mr. Hekmatyar to 
Gen. Dostum, backing the mitt tia 
commander’s attempt to topple 
Mr. NajibuOah’s government and 
restore peace and order to Afgha- 
nistan. 

“Your courageous attempts are 
praisewort h y,” said the letter on 
Mr. Hekmatyar’s official station- 
ery and signed the amir of Hezb- 
e-Islami. 

“I pray for your further succes- 
ses to end the war and restore 
peace,” it said. 

Guerrillas from both Mr. 
MasootTs and Mr. Hekmatyar’s 
forces stationed nearby lit up the 
sky over Kabul with volley after 
volley of celebratory gunfire as 
news of Monday's peace agree- 
ment spread 

Mediators announced tbey had 
reached a pact between the two 
men last week, but that document 
was^ vaguely-worded and attempts 

(Continued on page 5) 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor Monday attend a reception boated by Prime Minister Shartf Zeid Ben Shaker on the eve of 
Independence Day (Photo by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 

Jordan marks Independence Day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Mon- 
day celebrated its 46th independ- 
ence anniversary. Among the 
hi g hli g hts of the occasion was a 
reception attended by Their Ma- 
jesties King Hussein and Queen 
Noor and hosted by Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker at the 
Prime Ministry. 

Attending foe reception were 
members of the Royal Famfly, 
Royal Court officials. Parliament 
speakers and members. Cabinet 
members, senior civilian and 
military officials, members of tire 
diplomatic corps, businessmen, 
tribal leaders, representatives of 
trade unions and leaders of re- 
fugee camps in tbe Kingdom. 

The national carrier. Royal 
Jordanian, marked Independence 
Day by inaugurating a new exten- 
tion for Alia Hotel near Queen 
Alia International Airport. Tbe 


extention includes tenuis 
grounds, swimming pool, a large 
terrace, a children's garden and 
playground. 

Alia Hotel Director Nazih A1 
Dabbas said that the hotel was 
planning another extention which 
would include a golf course and 
various touristic attractions in a 
bid to promote tourism. 

• Meanwhile, the King received 
congratulatory messages from tbe 
leaders of Arab, Islamic and 
other friendly countries on the 
occasion of independence Day. 

Among those sending the mes- 
sages were King Hassan II of 
Morocco, Sultan Qaboos of 
Oman, Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad, Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, Libyan leader 
Muammar A1 Qaddafi, Tunisian 
President Zine A1 Abedecn Ben 


Ali, Algerian head of state 
Mohammad Boudiaf, Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi, United 
Arab Emirates President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan, 
Emir of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad A1 Sabah, Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
UAE Prime Minister Sheikh 
Maktoum Ben Rashed A1 Mak- 
tomn. 

Tbe King also received similar 
cables from Japanese Emperor 
Akihito, Queen Elizabeth of Bri- 
tain, Queen Biatrex of the 
Netherlands, French President 
Francois Mitterrand, Sultan Has- 
sanal Bulqieh of Brunei, Austra- 
lian President Kurt Waldheim, 
German President Richard von 
Weizsacker, Philippines Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino and Indian 
President Venkataraman. 


Also sending cables were lead- 
ers and heads of states of Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, Greece, Cyprus. 
Poland, Ethiopia, North Korea, 
Russia, Senegal, Indonesia, 
South Korea, Ukraine, Albania, 
Luxemburg Cape Verde, Bhutan, 
Bulgaria. Madagascar, Kenya, 
Guinea, Sychelles, Singapore, 
the Maldives, Canada, Australia, 
Brazil, Yugoslavia, and Vietnam. 
The King also received cables 
front United Nations Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali, Sheikh 
Mohammad Rashid Kabbani of 
Lebanon, and Brigadier Naim A1 
Khatib, commander of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Army in Jordan. 

Also on the occasion the Royal 
Court received a number of con- 
gratulatory cables from senior 
civil and military officials as well 
as representatives of associations 
and professional unions. 


Sudan says 
peace with 
rebels is 
possible 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s 
chief negotiator in peace calks 
with southern rebels left for 
Nigeria on Monday saying he was 
confident that an end to one of 
Africa’s longest-running civfl 
wars was near. 

Retired army Colonel Moham- 
mad A1 Amin Khalifa, speaker of 
Sudan’s transitional parliament, 
told the official news agency 
SUNA that the government was 
serious about the talks opening m 
the Nigerian capital Abuja on 
Tbesday. 

“Peace is near,” he said. 

Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army (SPLA) rebels in the south 
have been fighting since 1983 
against what it sees as domination 
by the north — latterly under 
Omar Hassan Bashir’s Islamic 
government in Khartoum. 

Col. Khalifa, a former member 
of Lieutenant-general Bashir’s 
ruling military council which 
seized power in 1989, fed the 
government delegation in two 
rounds of peace talks later that 
year. 

He described his nine-member 
delegation as the msot important 
to hold talks with the rebels since 
the outbreak of the war. 

This, be said, was a sign of 
govern m ent good intent. 

But he cautioned the rebels, 
who have split into two factions, 
against any attempt to block 
p rogress at the talks. 

This, be said, would merely 
delay government victory, the 
arrival of peace and the start of 
reconstruction and development 
in areas devastated by the war. 

Government troops have cap- 
tured more than 10 towns and 
villages in the sonth since laun- 
ching their biggest push of the 
war three months ago. 

Security sources raid on Sun- 
day that government forces had 
pushed towards SPLA-beld terri- 
tory from tbe north forcing rebel 
chief John Garang to flee. 


Jordan heads for review of 
multilaterals in Portugal 


By S nhair Obddat 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan Monday 
beaded for a review meeting of 
the multilateral phase of the 
Middle East process in Lisbon 
reaffirming the Kingdom's 
commitment to a comprehen- 
sive approach to Arab-IsraeU 
peace. 

Tbe Palestinians, whose de- 
legation to the meeting in the 
Portuguese capital wflJ leave 
Tuesday, will press for the 
inclusion of diaspora Palesti- 
nians in all the five working 
groups of the multilateral 
negotiations, a member of the 
delegation said. 

Fayez Tarawneh, who wDl 
head the Jordanian delegation 
to the Lisbon talks, said tbe 


meeting would hear reports 
from foe various sides which 
attended the first working ses- 
sions of the groups on econo- 
mic cooperation, disarma- 
ment, water resources, re- 
fugees and the environment 
eartier this month and assess 
the outcome of the delibera- 
tions. 

“There would be a compre- 
hensive approach to tbe con- 
cept of the multilateral nego- 
tiations and tbe relationship 
between the working groups 
and the bilateral negotiations,” 
Dr. Tarawneh told Radio Jor- 
dan in a departure statement. 

Dr. Tarawneh added that 
there would be suggestion to 
closely tie the five working 
groups, and “we might in the 
future discuss the possibility of 


closely coordinating the 
groups.” 

According to Dr. Tarawneh, 
the steering committee will 
look into tbe possibility of 
creating new working groups 
on issues such as human rights 
in the occupied territories and 
the status of Jerusalem. 

“Jordan has some sugges- 
tions related to this aspect.” he 
said. 

Dr. Tarawneh expressed hope 
that the Lisbon talks would contri- 
bute to allowing up a more detailed 
agenda for future working sessions 
of the groups. 

The next multilateral meetings 
are scheduled to take place be- 
tween September and October this 
year. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Mustafa Bar- 

( Continued on page 5) 


6 Liberals’ score upset victory in 
transport workers’ association 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Association 
of Workers in Land Transport 
and Mechanics Monday top- 
pled its old controversial lead- 
ership and elected a reform- 
oriented 77-member adminis- 
trative committee. 

The elected members were 
mostly described as “liberal 
with centrist political views” 
except in Zarqa where most of 
the elected members were 
members of the Right Justice 
Bloc which is affiliated with the 
Muslim Brotherhood move- 
ment. 

The association, the largest 
labour union in the country 
with a membership of 107,000 
workers, has had problems 


with its office-bearers since it 
was first created in 1954. 

Labour Ministry officials 
have been trying to solve its 
problems for a number of 
years, and in one case had 
approached tbe court for an 
order to dismantle the associa- 
tion. . . 

Minister of Labour Abdul 
Karim AI Kabariri told the 
Jordan Tunes Monday that he 
was satisfied with the results of 
the latest elections since they 
’■"embodied tbe spirit of free 
elections and helped eradicate 
corruption among* its rank 
through democratic means.” 

"It is also an example of a 
strengthening of labour unions 
and their ability to take charge 
and enforce change in a demo- 
cratic and free manner /* Mr. 


Kabariti added. 

In the association’s branch ii 
Amman, the 15 seats were woi 
by the National Bloc. In Maf 
raq, the National Bloc won tb 
nine seats by acclamation. 

In Karaite, the Reform am 
Work Bloc won the nine seats 

In Zarqa, the Is lam i c Saiva 
bon Front won nine seats on 
of 11 . The other two seats wen 
won by a member of Al Rah 
man Bloc and an independen 
candidate. 

In Aqaba, the nine seat 
were won by the National Bio 
by acclamation. 

In Maan, Labour Offio 
Director Ibrahim Oma 
announced the names of th 
winners from two blocs. 

The independent Nations 

(Continued oa page 5) 






Middle East News 


With freer travel, Syrian 
ews begin leaving for U.S. 


By Ehrteen Fisher 

The Associated Press 


DAMASCUS — A few bonis 
. before the sundown that marks 


r the beginning of their Sabbath, 
j _ -a score of Jewish men gathered 

! to pray in the Elijah synagogue 
■ on the outskirts of this ancient 
•city. 

At least two may never pass 
. this way again. The next day, 
- the young shirtmaker and the 
coppersmith headed with their 
. families for the airport and the 
land of their dreams: Brooklyn 
New York. 

They are in the vanguard of 
■ a quiet, a cautious and perhaps 
; only temporary exodus that 
r started barely three weeks ago, 

. after the Syrian government 
eased restrictions on its 4,000 
• Jewish citizens. 

It began with eight or 10 
- people a week, then swelled to 
, ■ 30 in a single day. A total of 
. about 100 have left, maybe 
' more. By mid-June, one- 
fourth of Syria's Jews could be 
gone. 

“I think in perhaps one 
I ■ month a thousand people will 
; - be outside," said Dr. Nassim 
Hasbani. who for two decades 
has been one of the chief 
liaisons between the govern- 
ment and his fellow Jews. 

It all the Jews leave, they 
will dose a chapter of Middle 
Eastern history. Damascus is 
the last Arab capital with a 
.Jewish community that is vib- 
rant. even prosperous, despite 
cycles of repression. 

In mid-April, after months 
■of determined pressure from 
the United States, President 
Hafez A1 Assad lifted some 
.important restrictions. 

— Jews now may travel 
‘ - abroad as families. In the past, 

; r at least one member of a family 
• had to stay behind to ensure 
that the others returned. 

' - — They no longer have to 
i- deposit "bonds" of 2,500 Sy- 
rian pounds (about $600) in 
order to get exit visas. 

— Jews may buy and sell 
• ' property. 

It took about two weeks for 


the decision to translate into 
action — the issuance of Syrian 
exit visas, U.S. entrance visas 
and the purchase of air tickets. 

Officially, this is not emigra- 
tion, the word is disliked by 
Mr. Assad, an air force general 
who seized power in 1970 and 
was reelected president last 
December with an officially 
proclaimed 99.982 per cent of 
the vote. 


Departing Jews buy round- 
trip plane tickets, as the U.S. 
government requires for entry 
on their multiple reentry tour- 
ist visas. The visas limit each 
visit to three months and pro- 
hibit employement. 

This does not seem to worry 
some of those leaving. 

“In three months," I'll be 
speaking good English," one 
man said in a combination of 
English and Arabic. Like most 
of the Jews, he did not want his 
name published. 

"I hope to find work in 
Brooklyn," he said. “If not 
Brooklyn, then Mexico City; I 
have a relative there. If not 
Mexico, then somewhere.” 

Israel is seldom mentioned, 
except in low voices when 
someone mentions certain 
Jews who left the country ille- 
gally via Turkey and made 
their way to Israel. 

Brooklyn is the goal, as it 
has been for so many immig- 
rants from other countries. 

"Ocean Parkway, Kings 
Highway, Flatbusb" the men 
at the Elijah synagogue de- 
clared the names of Brooklyn 
neighbourhoods when asked 
where they would go if they 
left Syria. 

An estimated 25,000 Syrian 
Jews are already in Brooklyn, 
immigrants or descendants of 
immigrants from Damascus, 
Aleppo and Qamishli. 

For those about to leave, the 
visit to the Elijah synagogue 
completes a circle of history. 
The synagogue five kilometres 
east of the old city, where most 
of Damascus* 3,000 Jews live, 
is considered the rite of the 


first Jewish presence in the city 
— 2,709 years ago by the Jew- 
ish calendar, or about the 9th 
century B.C. 

“It is here that, in the year 
3043 of our era, the Prophet 
Elisha Ben Shafat was 
anointed by the Prophet Eli- 
jah," proclaims a latter-day 
inscription chiseled in French 
and Arabic on a marble tab- 
let. 

The perennial hopes and de- 
spairs of the Middle East con- 
verge in a sun-baked dirt lane 
outside the synagogue that tes- 
tifies to the centuries-old role 
of Damascus as a crossroads of 
trade caravans, armies and re- 
ligions. 

Two doors, barely six metres 
apart, are set into the same 
gray plaster wall that shuts out 
the world. 


One opens into the cour- 
tyard of the synagogue of Eli- 
jah, a prophet for Christians 
and M uslims as well as for 
Jews. The other bears the 
weathered blue-and- white sign 
of a U.N. agency ministering 
to Palestinian refugees dis- 
lodged from their homeland 
when Israel was created in 
1948. 

The Jews’s surnames also 
reflect the city's diversity. 
Many derive from rivers and 
towns where their ancestors 
lived in Lebanon, Iran and 
Turkey. 

Today’s Damascus Jews 
have 22 synagogues, five rab- 
bis, 40 physicians, 30 pharma- 
cists, 10 dentists, 10 engineers 
and scores of shopkeepers, 
according to Mr. Hasbani, a 
member of the Jewish Com- 
munity Council. 

More than 500 children 
attend the Ben Maimon 
elementary and junior high 
school, studying the ancient 
Hebrew of the Torah along 
with the government’s anti- 
Zionist history texts. 

Their relative prosperity 
makes departure difficult. The 
Jews, every other Syrian, can 
take only $2,000 each out of 
the country. 




Two flights to || 

/tvedA 

Air Yemen (Al Yemda) 

is pleased to inform the public 

that it is going to commission its new route 


Aden-Amman-Aden as follows: 


Euerv Monriw Departure from Amman at 8.30 am 
y y ‘ Arrival at 12:00 noon. 


Euan, crMou- Departure from Amman at 10:00 p.m. 
every i-rit,dy. Arrjva] 1;00 am 


For further information and reservation please rail our agents in Jordan: 

Al Karmel for Travel and Tourism 

Amman, tel. 688301/695876 

ALYEMDA'^aS^^’ 


AIR YEMEN 


1*2! 
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Sudan 
sends food 
to Afghans 


U.N. nuclear team seeks 
promised data from Iraq 


KABUL (R) — Sudan, one of 
the world’s poorest countries, has 
sent six planeloads of food aid to 
Afghanistan, a senior Sudanese 
official said here on Saturday. 

Gutbi Al Mahdi, heading a 
delegation from the strongly Isla- 
mic Khartoum government, -said 
the 150 tonnes of sugar had been 
handed over to the new Mujabe- 
deen government in Kabul as a 
“gesture of Islamic solidarity.” 

Mr. Mahdi, director of the 


political department of Sudan’s 
Foreign Ministry, said his delega- 


Foreign Ministry, said his delega- 
tion was investigating what other 
food aid to send to Afghanistan, 
under a fragile peace after 14 
years of war. 

He said Sudan, where one of 
Africa's longest-running civil war 
is being fought between the Khar- 
toum government and southern 
rebels, had overcome the famine 
which hit parts of the country two 
years ago and now exported food. 

“There are still food problems 
in the south of the country, rebel 
areas,” he said. A solution there 
“depends on how stable and 
peaceful they are." 

“We are not a very rich country 
but we had a very good (harvest) 
season last year," Mr. Mahdi 
said. “We were taken by surprise, 
we didn’t have enough storage 
space and we thought we could 
help (Afghanistan)." 

Afghanistan has been hit by 
food shortages and has appealed 
for international aid since the 
overthrow of former Soviet-back- 
ed President Najibullah last 
month, but no starvation bas 
been reported. 

Mr. Mahdi met interim Afghan 
President Sibghatnllah Mojaddidi 
and other government leaders 
during his visit. 


BAHRAIN (R) —U.N. undear 
inspectors head for Iraq on Tues- 
day to seek key data promised by 
Baghdad last month and oversee 
tiie destruction of remaining 
buildings intended for its 
weapons programme. 

Team leader Dimitri Penicos 
told reporters in Bahrain on 
Monday a big question mark 
hanging over his eight-day mis- 
sion was whether Iraq would pro- 
vide the procurement details 
needed for a full understanding of 
its plans to build an atomic bomb. 

“We are looking for answers 
on weaponisation that have been 
promised ... the main objective is 
«o see the procurement data, to 
complete destruction (of build- 
ings) and to evaluate answers on 
Iraq’s weaponisation and the en- 
richment programme,” he said. 

Iraq promised in April to try 
and provide the procurement 
data to the next nuclear inspec- 
tion team in May. The data wonld 
help prove it has not hidden any 
other equipment. 

Experts suspect Iraq stfil has 
hidden centrifoges for enriching 
uranium and an underground plu- 
tonium production reactor. 

Mr. Perricos said Baghdad had 
still not presented the U.N. 


Security Council with a “full, 
final and complete report on all 
of its weapons pogrammes. Last 
month Baghdad promised to pro- 
vide the report by mid-May. 

He said Iraq had been notified 
of the team’s plans to finish su- 
pervising the demolition of 
targeted buildings at its main 
nuclear facility at Al Atheer, 40 
kilometres south of Baghdad. 
U.N. experts began and nearly 
completed that task in April. 

The team also intends to over- 
see destruction of buildings at 
two locations Iraq had intended 
to use for electromagnetic isotope 
separation, one of several known 
methods for enriching ur anium 
needed to build an atomic bomb. 

Iraq bad been asked to prepare 
the buildings at Al Atheer and at 
the other two locations — Al 
Tarmiya near Baghdad and Al 
Sharqat near Mosul — for des- 
truction but had not yet indicated 
whether it would cooperate, Mr. 
Penicos said. 

The team would split up into* 
groups and travel to 20 different 
rites scattered over ,the entire 
country, be said. The experts 
would monitor sites and equip- 
ment which had already been 
sealed or destroyed. 


Baghdad will regain 
Kurdistan —newspaper 


Demirel arrives in Moscow 
for talks on southern conflict 


Mamfaation 


The new Islamic government is 
smashing thousands of bottles of 
vodka and other spirits and burn- 
ing tonnes of pro-Marxist litera- 
ture in a bid to exorcise the last 
traces of communism from 
Afghan society. 

In one of its first official acts, 
the month-old government ban- 
ned the sale' and consumption of 
alcohol "and decreed. the country 
would be'guided by the tenets of 
Islam instead of Marx. . 

TaJong'their cuej zealous rebel 
groups last week smashed more 
than 60,000 bottles of Russian 
vodka and other alcoholic bever- 
ages confiscated from hotels, ■ 
dubs and shops where they were 
once sold openly to everyone. 


MOSCOW (R) — Turkish Prime 
Minister Suleyman Demirel ar- 
rived in Moscow on Monday for 
talks which are set to be oversha- 
dowed by the conflict between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia. 

Mr. Demirel was expected to 
assure Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin that Turkey’s efforts to 
expand its influence among Tur- 
kic peoples in former Soviet Cen- 
tral Asia would not endanger 
Moscow’s position. 

He would also discuss increas- 
ing trade and renewal of a con- 
tract to supply natural gas. 

But tire dominant topic would 
undoubtedly be recent fighting 
between Christian Armenia and 
overwhelmingly Muslim Azerbai- 
jan. 

Muslim Turkey has thrown its 
support firmly behind the e thni c 
Turks of Azerbaijan over recent 
weeks of dashes that have seen 
spectacular Armenian gains, 1 -' 

Fierce criticism of Yervean has 
raised fears of Turkish interven- 
tion, but Ankara insists it has no 
intention of committing troops. 

Turkish officials said Mr. De- 
mirel would press Mr. Yeltsin to 
act against what Ankara has 
labelled Anncman “aggression 
and expansionism." 


Russia bas in the past tried to 
mediate in the conflict that has 
cost over 1,500 lives in four years. 
But Moscow recently signed a 
defence treaty with five other 
former Soviet republics, obliging 
it to back Armenia in event cd an 
attack. 

Azerbaijan, which effectively 
lost control of the largely- 
Armenian enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh in this month’s fight- 
ing, did not sign the treaty. 

The Azerbaijani agency Turan 
said 17 Azeris had been killed 
and 100 injured in the last week 

of figh ting 

It said that daring the night 
Armenian forces had shelled 
Nakhichevan — an Azeri enclave 
set between Armenia, Turkey 
and Iran — which bas been the 
focus of conflict since A rmenian 
fighters seized control of 
Nagorno-Karabakh.- <' - * 

Armenia denies- launching any 
attacks on Nakhichevan and in- 
sists its forces are- being shelled 
from the Azeri tenitoiyT'*' " 

Russian television cited 
Nakhichevan leader Gaidar 
Aliyev as saying Armenians were 
taking guns from Russians in the 
Transcancasus to use against 
Azeri forces. 


BAGHDAD (R) — An Iraqi 
newspaper close to President 
’Saddam Hussein said on Monday 
that sooner or later the govern- 
ment would regain control of 
Kurdistan and Kurdish rebel 
leaders would face execution. 

Babel, published tty President 
Saddam’s eldest son Uday, ridi- 
culed last Tuesday’s elections in 
rebel-held northern Iraq as ‘ille- 
gitimate ... rejected by society 
like a rotten bastard." 

"No matter bow long the north 
remains detached from the coun- 
try, it must return to the mother- 
land one day," it said. 

Iraq had fought 30 countries in 
an attempt to bold on to Kuwait, 
a much smaller piece of territory, 
it added-. “How about a strip of 
land which is three times the size 
of Kuwait?" 

’ The newspaper advised Kur- 
dish rebel traders Massoud Bar- 
zani and Jalal Talabani not to go 
too far in their policies, “which 
are aimed at harming the Iraqi 
people." 

"The -axe that will chop off 
their heads in the future will 
become heavier with every pas- 
sing day and with every sin they 
commit,” it said. 

In the elections neither Mr. 
Barzani and Mr. Talabani won 
the absolute majority needed to 
take on the job of paramount 
Kurdish leader and Kurds will 
have to vote again in a run-off. 

The Iraqi official press gave the 


elections wide coverage, saying 
Kurds were dragged to polling 
stations under -the threat of rebel 
bayonets. 

Traq’s National Assembly has 
denounced the ballot as illegal 
but there has been no reaction so 
far from Iraq's all-powerful Re- 
volution Command Council. 


Rebels claim army attack 


A Shiite opposition group said 
on Sunday the Iraqi army was 
launching a three-pronged attack 
on rebel bases in southern Iraq. 

The Supreme Council for the 
Is lam ic Revolution in Iraq 
(SCIRI) said in a statement in 
Beirut rebels in southern Iraq 
were still engaging the Iraqi army 
whose “comprehensive assault” 
began at dawn on Saturday. 

The statement said the army 
was using heavy artillery and 
rockets as well as helicopter 
gunships in its attacks on rebel- 
held areas. 

The rebels su c ceeded in beat- 
ing bade tiie attacking forces on 
one front, Irifling and wounding 
hundreds of soldiers, tiie state- 
ment said. 

It added that hundreds of Iraqi 
officers and soldiers also surren- 
dered to the Shiite fighters. 

SCIRI appealed to the interna- 
tional community for immediate 
humanitarian aid as thousands of 
wounded were in bad need of 
medical care. 


Iranian official warns of 
crackdown on ‘social vices’ 


UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN NOOR AL HUSSEIN ^1 


NICOSIA (AP) — An Iranian 
official has warned of a new 
crackdown on “social vices” the 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
reported Monday. 

The crackdown is expected to 
end a brief relaxation of strict 
Islamic laws, which d eman d that 
women cover themselves head to 
foot in public and prohibit 
socialising between the sexes. 

Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi, 
die head of Iran’s judiciary, said 
Sunday that “a plan to fight off 
social and moral vices will be 
implemented throughout the 
country- after .being -ratified” by 
the new parliament;" whiefris due 
to open next week, IRNAeaid in 
a.dxspatchi monitored in . Nicosia. 
• Radicals who advocate hard- 
fine foreign and domestic policies 
lost their traditional grip on par- 
liament in recent elections. 

Technocrats and some 
Western-educated supporters of 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani 
won most of the 270 seats in the 
Majlis (parliament). 

The new legislature is expected 
to call for-deoentralisation of the 
ailing eocMukay and strengthen 
business ties with the West. 

But it is not expected to ease 


the dress code, which Iran's cler- 
ical rulers, including Mr. Ra&an- 
jam, insist is based on Tnlamin 
teachings. • rr 

The dress code demands 
women be covered in public, with ■“ 
only their faces and hands show- 
ing. Violation is punishable by 
public lashing or fines. 

Videotapes, except for car- ' 
toons, are banned, along with ~-~ 
cassettes of Western music. Both 
are widely available under tiie - ” 
counter. ~ ‘ 

The s t rictu res, especially the - 
dress code, were eased in the -- 
weeks prior to the. elections to 
boost public support for Mr. Raf- : 
sanjanfs government. ~ . 

-Some couples lunched together ... 
•at- restaurants in downtwon 
Tehran, and on rare occasions 
women removed their mandatory _ 
smocks and wore only head 
scarves and dresses in public, 
though enclosed, places. ; " 

The green and white patrol can f ' 
that cruise Iranian cities in search 
of violators were kept off the : "' r 
streets in recent weeks. 

Mr. YazdTs warning was a sig- ' : - 
nal that things were about to 


THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY/NOOR AL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 

AND 

THE AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL 
PRESENT 

THE RENOWNED ENGLISH PIANIST 
JOHN BRIGGS 
IN A PIANO RECITAL IN JERASH 
ON THURSDAY. MAY 28. 1992 AT 8:00 PM 
TOURISTS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD WILL ATTEND THE PERFORMANCE 


French bid to catch up 
on Bahrain television 


BAHRAIN (AP) — The French 
are moving quickly to make their 
mark to Bahrain Television, a 
fast-growing network of cosmo- 
politan programming that is prog- 
ressive for the conservative Gulf 


expecting it to start with relay of 
some film on its own national 
television. 


region. 

“Knowing Bahrain is very open 
in the field, we come to offer our 


programme bank,” Fouad 
Bcnhalla, chairman and manag- 
ing director of France's Canal 
France International, said 
Sunday. 

“We’re possibly late, but East- 
ern European events kept ns real 
busy,” he said at a news confer- 
ence: 

The state-owned CFI calls 
programmes from the rest of 
Fran ce's networks to . distribute 
with relevant translations to other 
countries — primarily news 
events, sports, children's prog- 
rammes and documentaries. 

Bahrain is studying what CFI 
has to effer, Mr. BenhaDa said. 


TICKETS ARE FOR JD 12.000 PER PERSON AND AVAILABLE AT: 

* AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL TEL: 660100 * SAFEWAY INTERNATIONAL TEL: 685311 
*. BABICHE TEL: 661322* ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB TEL: 815261 
* THE ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE TEL: 661026 
* THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY TEL: 687620 


AN OPTIONAL DINNER AT THE LEBANE5E HOUSE FOR JD B.000 PER PERSON FOLLOWS THE RECITAL 
• TRANSPORTATION IS OPTIONAL FOR JD Z000 PER PERSON 


ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE FUND OF TALENTED MUSIC STUDENTS 




But with 2,000 French-speak- 
ing people on the island, and if 
reasonable subscription fees 
mak e it economically feasible, 
CFI would not mind havin g its 
own live transmission. 

“It’s all np to Bahrain,” Mr. 
Benhalla said. “B ahrain ’s televi- 
sion opening to the world is un- 
precedented in the region.” 

In 10 years, Bahrain’s televi- 
sion facility has jumped by leaps 
and bounds. 


In the early 1980's the island’s 
half-million population had about 
six hours maximum of television 
each evening — Koranic read- 
ings, children’s cartoons, one or 
two Egyptian soap operas and 
news that combined lengthy reel 
of meetings by rulers, - and still- 
photos to go with major interna- 
tional events. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel; 773IIH9 
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Ocar films: "Death Drums Along the 
River" 


MAYER TUNES 


632785. 

St- Joseph Chard, TeL 624590. 
Chard, al the 1 — iiilottim Tel. 
637440. 

De la Safe Ctarc fa TeL 661757 
Twra s l i Oonrh Tel: 622366 
Qmreh of the A mieuH a ri aa Tel. 
623541. 

Aaglkn Church Td. 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Annadni Cathode Church Tel. 
771331. 

AnnenStD Orthodox Cloth Td. 
775261. 

Sc. Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
A n nan fartn -wt U aal Chreeh Td. 
685326. 

Ewntfl aJ Lothera Church TeL' 
8! 1293. 

The Chords al Jaao Cfarfct of Latter- 
Day Saints TeL 823824, 654932. 
Charch of the Norm Td. 675691. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 18/32 

Aqaba 22/36 

Deserts .. 15/34 

Jordan VaBcy 21 / 36 


Dr. Mohmood Khalil (— 1 

AL Shares’ pharmacy ......... (275825) 


Centra! Amman Telephone 

Repairs - 623101 

Abdu Telephone Repairs .....661101 


ZAKQAs 


Yesterday's high t emp er a tures; Am- 
man 30. Aqaba 35. Hnmifflty readings: 
Amman 21 per cent, Aqaba 13 per 


ZARQA 

Dr. ha Al Omari (— ) 

KhaEfah pharmacy 985417 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 


NIGHT DUTY 


8*56 

QS:2S 

12i32 

16:13 

1*37 

21:08 


Fajr 

. (Sunrise) Duhi 

Dhnhr 

‘Aw 

Maghreb 
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WEATHER 


Salfctm supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of M ruar tfli Church Swrifeh, 

TeL 810740 

AaeatbSca of God Chart*, Td. 


It win be hoc duty and partly 
cteody and winds wiH be sasdieuterly 
m oderate, freshening at times. In 
Aqaba, winds will be southerly moder- 
ate and seas roegh- 


AMMAN: 

Dr.RuonqNoor 
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Fires pharmacy 
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Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 

CM3 Defence Immediate 
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OvU Defence Emergency ........... 199 
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Hre Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 
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Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaint! 605800 

Price Complaints — 661176 
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Amman Municipality 
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Te lephone Information 
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Overseas Chib 010230 


AbdaE Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Jordaa Television — 773111 

RadioOoidu 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Etee&ieity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 6 36381 

RJ Flight Information ......... 08- 53200 

Queen Aba lntL Airport 08-53200 


Al Hh an M o ^ nltonM 

BUND: 

Princes BmaiHattite! (02)275555 
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AMMAN: 

Hmsem Medal Centre .... 
KhatirH Maternity, J. Amo . 
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669131 
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QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal i) 


This ioiorautioa ts mppUcxJ bj Royal 
JorduAa (RJ) informatfoa depin* 
meat at the Queen AEt hacnamaal 
Airport Td. /EBJS32XW, .there it 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Tarmtnal 1) 


Flights (TomtiiMl 2) 


Potato ....„ 
Radish ...... 


Kcfll Koala Lumpur, Sapporo (RJ) 


Beirut, Rome (AZ) Tomato ”" 


. 70® 600 
500 / 450 
550/500 
300/250 
. 320/250 
... 70 /JO 
. 200/150 
. 280/290 
...80/40 
150/100 
..150/« 
‘400/300 
580 / 420 
. 100 / 50- 
170/120 
.140/80 
. 150100 
380/250 
. 400/300 
220/170 
2207170 
260 / 200 
. 15V 100 
600 / 500 
r 270 /ISO 
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Mutah plans 
expansion for 
its university . 

KARAK (Petra) — Mutah .Uni- 
versity near Karak, which has 
four faculties and offers training 
through its mShtaiy and civilian 
wings, plans to open yet a fifth 
faculty and has prepared prog- 
rammes for expansions in other 
areas, according to University 
President Mo hammad A drian A1 
Bakhit. 

■The new addition will be a 
faculty for agriculture in addition 
to a geology department affiliated 
to the Science Faculty, the presi- 
dent noted. 

He said the university will take 
measures to ensure sufficient, 
quantities of water in earth dams 
to be built soon to be used in 
.irrigating olive trees, of which 
8.000 were planted around the 
university in 1991 alone. 

The university, which next 
month will turn out its third batch 
from the Civilian Wing and the 
fifth batch from its Military Wing, 
has faculties for arts, sciences, 
economics and administrative sci- 
ences and law. It also has depart- 
ments for education and offers 
postgraduate courses in Arabic, 
history, psychology and scientific 
research. 

Referring to Mutah Universi- 
ty’s services to the local commun- 
ity in sonthern Jordan, Dr. 
Bakhit said that the mriversity is 
currently training 300 school 
teachers with BA degrees to 
serve in the Karak, Tafileh, Maan 
and Madaba areas of southern 
Jordan. The plan is in line with 
resolutions adopted by the first 
1987 National Education Confer- 
ence that charted programmes for 
overhauling the educational sys- 
tem in the Kingdom. 

The university maintains coop- 
eration with institutions and in- 
dustrial companies operating in 
the southern regions of Jordan, 
such as the phosphate and glass 
factory through conducting so- 
da], economic and industrial re- 
search and study that would help 
meet the needs of die inhabitants 
of sonthern Jordan, said Dr. 
Bakhit. 

The university’s laboratories 
and workshops are open for any 
research work to benefit these 
industries and social develop- 
ment, he added. Furthermore, he 
said, the university has dose con- 
tacts with local schools,- youth 
dubs and., other institutions pro- 
viding, them with, .expertise and 
skills, as well as books and pub- 
lications. 

Referring to internal expan- 
sions, Dr. Bakhit noted that as 
the Civilian Wing is not yet com- 
pleted, plans have been laid down 
for tire construction of buildings 
required under the second phase 
of the university's expansion 
phase. This phase, he said, entails 
expansion in the field of educa- 
tion, laboratories, multipurpose 
halls, a cafeteria, -eafiracarricular 
activity facilities, a mosque, a 
dormitory for female students 
and playgrounds and sports 
fields. Dr. Bakhit said that the 
university is coordinating work 
with die Ministry of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the En- 
vironment in matters related to 
organising social work in the 
Mutah University area, but be 
gave no further details. 
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WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

■fr Exhibition of p a inting s by 
five Malaysian artiste at the 
National Gallery of Fine 
Arts, Jabal Luweibdeh. 

it Plastic art exhibition by 
Mohammad Bolls and 
Mmdra A1 Tanisiyyn at the 
Orthodox Chib. 

* Exhibition of embroidery 
and hand-made items at the 
Philadelphia Hotel lobby — 
( 8 a.m. - 11 pun.). 

* Exhibition of paintings by 
AH Taleb and Raff Nasfari 
at Abdnl Hameed Shuman 
Foundation Gaiety — (10 
a.m. - 5 p.ra.). 

* Exhibition of paintings by 
Iraqi artist Abdnl Jabtnr 
Sahnan at Alia Art Gaiety. 

☆ Exhibiti on of watercolours 
by Jordanian artist La8a Al 
Bnstand at the Royal Cntta- 
nti Centre. 

-fr Exhibition of paintings by 
the Nazareth School stu- 
dents at the French Cntinral 
Centre. 

LECTURE 

ir Lecture on mosqne designs 
and ornamentation, in Jor- 
dan by Dr. Omar Anarch 
at the Goethe Institute — 7 
pun. 


Str iking doctors enlis t support from JMA 


By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — A group of striking 
doctors has enlisted the formal 
support of the Jordanian Medical 
Assodatroin’s (JMA) Executive 
Committee and is now hopeful 
that their grievances will soon be 


Support from the JMA com- 
mittee, as claimed by the strikers 
in a press conference Sunday, 
signals a shift from the initial 
hostile attitude and offers strong 
hopes that the JMA will seriously 
review the issue at stake with a 
view to resolve the problem, 
spokesmen for the protesters 
said. 

“We are expecting a firm and 
positive answer from the JMA in 
the next two or three days,” said 
Nasser Shomali, one of the 230 
doctors who Tuesday entered the 
18th day of a sit-in in front of the 
Ministry of Health in Jabal Hus- 
sein. 

“The JMA seems to have a 
more mellow attitude towards 
our grievances now,” added Dr. 
Hussein Wahbeh, with a two-day 
stub of beard and tanned from 
days of exposure to the sun. 

Announcing the status of their 
efforts to secure accreditation 
from the Jordan Medical Board 
(JMB) so that they can oractise 
their profes s ion. Dr. Shomali and 
others said the formal JMA sup- 
port was extended during a meet- 
ing Sunday after pr eliminar y dis- 
cussions on Thursday. 

Sunday’s meeting was attended 


by JMB’ representatives, headed 
by Board President and Minister 
of Health Aref Bataineh, mem- 
bers of the Jordanian Medical 
Association (JMA), beaded by its 
chairman, Ishaq Maraqa, and 
representatives of the strikers. 
The JMA promised to “adopt” 
the doctors grievances and raise 
them with the medical board for a 
decision to be taken. 

The meeting was held in the 
presence of Parliamentarians 
Abdel Monaem Abu Zant, Ham- 
zeh Mansur and Mansur Murad 
from among the deputies who 
have taken an interest in the 
problem plaguing the doctors for 
well over a year now. 

According to the doctors, who 
have presented a list of four 
demands, the JMA law clearly 
states that all certificates of -all 
specialised doctors should be 
accredited, irrespective of the 
speciality or of the number of 
years studied to acquire the de- 
gree. 

The bone of contention, they 
say, is the number of years spent 
to obtain the specialisation. The 
JMA, arbitrarily implementing 
the existing law, they say, grants 
accreditation to certain doctors, 
leaving others “hanging in uncer- 
tainty.” 

“Some doctors, knowing what 
the JMA requires, have pro- 
longed their stay abroad, for 
more or less educational reasons 
and so received preferential treat- 
ment,” said Dr. Wahbeh. “If 
you were smart and did not have 


the money to stay and enjoy life 
abroad, you graduated too fast 
for our association’s standards.” 
The JMA, in the doctors’ opin- 
ion, is trying to reach “partial 
solutions,” meaning that only 
some doctors would have their 
grievances addressed. 

“Competition is the name of 
the game,” said Dr. Jamal Tami- 
mi. “The fewer we are on the 
market, the easier the life is for 
the well-established doctors in 
town.” 

The doctors at the sit-in, rang- 
ing from unemployed to Ministry 
of Health specialists, feel their 
problem was not tackled enough 
by the officials concerned or the 
media. 

“The problem is affecting too 
many of us and is going to touch 
on graduates as old as 1970,” said 
Dr. Shomali. “We consider that it 
is demeaning to our capability, 
our certificates and degrees and 
to the countries where we studied 
and whose universities are famed 
and recognised by our country,” 
he added. 

The doctors have vowed to go 
on strike for as long as it takes to 
have their demands met. 

An earlier report that the gov- 
ernment, anxious to ensure that 
the problem was resovled before 
Jordan's Independence Day 
anniversary on Monday, had 
stepped into the fray with an 
order for prompt action to 
address the doctors' grievances 
appeared to be taking its own 
time matftrialkfng into action. 


Ministry to reform administrative system 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Social Development has 
prepared a project designed to 
reform the administrative system 
of its various departments with a 
view to upgrading their perform- 
ance and developing their general 
services, "according to ministry 
officials. 


Officials said that the ministry 
will soon create new administra- 
tive units to direct their concern 
towards women's affairs, legal 
matters, inspection and control of 
private and foreign voluntary and 
charitable organisations operat- 
ing in die Kingdom. 

The ministry will also set up 


soda! development offices in a 
number of govemorates, taking 
into account the density of 
population in each area and the 
distance between one centre and 
another and will define job de- 
scriptions for all ministry depart- 
ments and offirials during the 
current year, the officials noted. 


‘Casual’ fashion show stresses choreography 


By Maha Adrian 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — With spring in 
full swing and summer 
approaching fast, different 
fashion designers and stores 
have started to introduce their 
latest collections with fashion 
shows where each designer or 
clot h i n g s to re : ownexr competes 
for a new twist in his or her 
■modelling' -so that -they stand - 
out as most memorable in the 
minds of the public. 

With that in mind, the 
French fashion line Naf Naf, 
Saturday, introduced its 
fashion collection made for 
and modelled by children and 
teenagers. 

Not only was there no for- 
mal wear modelled, but the 
“casual” theme for which this 
name is famous for depended 
on choreography to make this 
fashion introduction a show. 

While most fashion shows 
put a great deal of weight on 
variety to capture the attention 
of the audience, in this particu- 
lar fashion show it was the 
kaleidoscope of colours of 
shoes, dothes and accessories. 


hand-made for the occasion, 
that spiced up the show. 

The shorts, mim-skirts, fruit- 
covered shirts and trousers 
were modelled along with fruit 
filled baskets and hats. 

Similarly, earrings chosen 
for their colours - and styles 
were worn just, to emphasise 
that tiie bright and vivid, yet 
simple,, styles are the fashion 
statement this year. 

The actual choreography 
took a month to put together, . 
according to Ruba Thihni. one 
of the owners of the stores 
responsible for the show. 

“Rania Amari is responsible 
for all the models’ training for 
this show, and it has been 
about a month's work to put 
together this show, introduced 
by the children for the children 
who were also invited to attend 
the show,” Ms. Thihni said. 

According to Ms. Amari, 
who is a model-turned- 
choreographer, the actual 
training of models varies de- 
pending on the age of the 
models. 

“I find it much easier to train 
the little ones to model than it 


is to train the teenagers,” she 
said. “Somehow, the little ones 
listen more and simply do as 
they are told, while the older 
ones are more self-consdous' 
and they sometimes refuse to 
wear certain accessories be- 
-canse they want to have a 
certain look. They are some-, 
-times: difficult fo convince,” 
she said, adding that the 
choreography training she got 
was rite instructions she re- 
ceived while she herself was a 
model. 

“The music for this show 
was put together in a short 
time. I worked with the disc 
jockey for a few days, simply 
putting music together to 
match the mood conveyed by 
the dothes with the bright col- 
ours calling for vivacious music 
with a strong beat, as an exam- 
ple,” Ms. Amari said. 

Proceeds from the show, 
which was attended by 150 
people, will go to “The Prom- 
ise,” a charity organisation 
headed by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alia Al Faisal, under 
whose patronage the fashion 
show took place. 
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Grown Prince visits Seville Expo 


By Nor Sati 

in Seville 

THEIR ROYAL Highnesses 
Crown Prince Hassan and Prin- 
cess Sarvath arrived in Seville 
Sunday and visited the expo site 
to launch celebrations marking 
Jordan’s Independence Day. 

The Crown Prince paid a cour- 
tesy visit to the lord mayor of 
Seville and the president of the 
government of Andalusia and ex- 
changed gifts with diem. 

Back at the Expo site. Their 
Highnesses and the accompany- 
ing Jordanian delegation were 
met at the royal gate by the 
commissioner general of the 
Seville exposition and Spain’s 
minister of public works and 
transportation as well as Jordan's 
commissioner general at the 
expo. Following a flag ceremony, 
they were escorted to the royal 
pavilion (Monastery of Santa 
Maria de las Cuevas). 

It was here at the Cartesian 
monastery that the Crown Prince 
signed the Expo Book of Hon- 
our. The monastery was built in 
the 15th century and is one of die 
most important historical build- 
ings in Seville. Ooseby stands a 
chimeny and furnasses of a 


famous ceramic factory built in 
the 19th century. It is said that 
Columbus stayed there on va- 
rious occasions, according to a 
brochure on the exposition. Situ- 
ated on the island of La Caituja, 
the monastery was restored for 
the purpose of foe Seville exposi- 
tion. 

At the opening ceremony at £1 
Palenque Theatre, the Crown 
Prince, speaking to an audience 
in Arabic, Spanish and English, 
stressed on intercultural com- 
munication, social coexistence 
and coordination between na- 
tions. “Step by step you reach foe 
path you would tike to reach; this 
is very much the mo to of my 
country. We have believed in 
evolution, in moderation, in 
cross-cultural dialogue and I hope 
that our many visitors will have 
the opportunity to see something 
of the culture and the civilisation 
that was in Jordan and the Middle 
East, which contributed to the 
civilisation and the culture of 
Andalusia that we all share, that 
we share in Andaluz, that we 
share in our common heritage, 
that we share in our commitment 
to all humanity,” he said. 

The Crown Prince also said 
that he hoped that personal ex- 
changes would develop into 


friendship which in turn would 
bring more people to visit the 
Kingdom. “It is easy to do good 
things in normal times, but none 
of us in this troubled world live in 
normal times. It is therefore 
equally important to be able to do 
good things in bad times, good 
things in hard times and in that 
sense it is a message of hope that 
I share with you here today, hope 
that we, men, women and chil- 
dren can share and can offer to 
generatoins to come.” 

Speeches were also delivered 
by the comissioner general of the 
expo. Emilio Cassinello. and 
Minister of Public Works and 
Transportation Jose Borrel Fon- 
telles. Shortly after the addresses, 
the Jordanian Armed Forces 
Band and the Jordanian folklore 
troupe performed to an enthu- 
siastic audience. 

“I think the dances and the 
army band are very interesting 
and such a lovely beat. It gives 
different perspective about foe 
country. 1 would like to get to 
know it,” said Antonio Jiron 
Marino from Palmas de Mallorca, 
an island off Spain. 

Shortly after the ceremony. 
Their Highnesses and the accom- 
panying delegation made their 
way to the Jordanian pavilion 


where the Crown Prince said in a 
statement to Radio Jordan that 
the pavilion had succeeded in the 
quest for interaction. 

“The Jordanian contribution Is 
only part of the whole process 
and when we talk about relations 
of foe Arab World with Andalu- 
sia, I think that the Jordanian 
pavilion has succeeded in terms 
of Arab culture and even the 
interaction of the youth. So I 
think it is a distinguished qualita- 
tive exhibition which has been 
witnessed for by even other Arab 
visitors of the pavilion, and other 
people from all over foe world. I 
have hopes that the exhibition 
would create a bridge of 
friendship and cordiality.” 

Princess Sarvath, also com- 
menting to Radio Jordan, said 
the pavilion was impressing. “I 
found it very moving, a very 
representative example of our 
country. I hope it will encourage 
people to come and visit Jordan 
and see the exhibition for them- 
selves.” 

Their Highnesses visited the 
Syrian. Arab League, Egypt. 
Oman, Spanish, Canadian. 
French and Andalusian pavilions. 
They also rode on the elevated 
monorail whose path covers the 
entire expo. 


Cooperative societies’ compound 
intended for migration decrease 


JERASH (Petra) — Jordan has 
to find means of stopping the 
migration of people from rural to 
urban areas and big cities in 
order to safeguard sound socio- 
economic development for all re- 
gions, according to Dr. Jamal Al 
Bedour, Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation (JCO) board chair- 
man and director general. 

Bu stopping this migration and 
creating jobs and means of in- 
come for people in rural regions, 
the Jordanian villages will bloom 
again and people will grow more 
and more crops, said Dr. Bedour 
at a ceremony for laying the 
cornerstone of a compound to 
offer services to the cooperative 
societies in the Jerash area. 

Lack of sufficient food produc- 
tion is posing a serious threat to 
the nation at large and proper 
attention ~oughr to be given to 
agricultural production and more 
care to the cooperative organisa- 


tions concerned with food pro- 
duction, said Dr. Bedour at the 
ceremony. 

Dr. Bedour blamed the “frag- 
mentation of land into small hold- 
ings for the loss of half of the 
productive land in Jordan.” He 
said statistics show that 42 per 
cent of Jordan’s land and is ou 
average less than 30 dunums in 
size in each holding and half of 
this is being neglecred due to its 
small size, meaning half of the 
productive lead in Jordan is not 
cultivated and utilised. Coopera- 
tive societies should be given a 
greater role in dealing with such 
situations by helping fanners to 
grow food on the larger plots of 
land. Dr. bedour demanded. 

Dr. Bedour said that the 
foundation stone for this project 
is being laid as JCO’s participa- 
tion tn'the Kingdom's independ- 
ence celebrations. He also said 
that the JCO was ready to 



Jordan Cooperative Organisation Board Chairman Jamal Al Bedour 
Monday lays the cornerstone of a compound to offer services to the 
cooperative societies in the Jerash area (Petra photo) 

agricultural production in Jordan, 
contributing towards ensuring 
food security for the country. 


cooperate with farmers and agri- 
cultural cooperatives by provid- 
ing them with farming equip- 
ment, machinery and seeds, not- 
ing that the compound, which will 
cost some JD 42,000 to build; will 
serve as a unit for promoting 


The compound is being set up 
through a society grouping va- 
rious cooperatives in the Jerash 
District. 



66 When Christian Lacroix , the master of 
'haute couture' - high fashion - held 
shows in the Gulf to launch his 
perfume 'C'est La Vie', DHL made sure 
that the unique clothes were speedily 
and safely shipped between destinations 
by an on-board courier. DHL not only 
handled our air express requirements, 
but acted as consultants. 

Their knowledge of import and export 
regulations in the region saved us a 
great deal of worry . 99 

Louis-Benoit Barth 
Christian Dior 


Managers take their business seriously. 
They know the big difference that using 
DHL’s air express services can make - a 
difference that can add up to millions! 
That's why DHL takes its air express 
services seriously. 

Seriously enough to invest continually in 
staff development, computer tech- 
nology and service infrastructure. 


DHL has the most extensive shipment 
tracking computer network in the- 
Middle East, multi-million dollar airport 
facilities, unrivalled customs clearance 
and exclusive access to the SNAS 
fleet of aircraft. 

With the world’s largest network of 
1,500 offices in 192 countries, customer 
shipments never leave DHL's control 


from collection to their final delivery. 
The results are serious advantages - 
superior speed, reliability and peace of 
mind .. thar's the real difference when 
using DHL Worldwide Express. 
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Arab villages 
fight for 
place on 
Israel’s map 


By Colleen Siegel 

Reuter 


A new cornerstone 
for justice 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein today lays the cornerstone of 
the new Palace of Justice to house the Kingdom’s much- 
neglected courtrooms in one of the most m eaningf ul ways to 
celebrate the country’s 46tb Independence Day. Jordan has 
^already made great strides in bolstering its executive and 
legislative branches of government and now is the time to 
use the country’s energy and determination on the stBl 
neglected third branch of government, the judiciary. And 
the way to start this urgently needed process is to provide 
the country with decent and acceptable courtrooms that 
meet the minimum standard of decorum. There is hardly 
one courtroom in the whole country that does not dr bad 
justice to the administration of justice in the country. The 
majesty of a courtroom is an integral component of the 
entire judicial system and practically every country under 
the sun has endeavoured to provide its citizenry with 
dignified courtrooms that look and act like courtrooms. 

The process of healing the wounds inflicted on our judicial 
system does not end of course with the construction of the 
new Palace of Justice. This is only the beginning and what is 
left undone is even harder to accomplish unless there is also 
an equal determination to rectify these dire shortcoming. It 
has been repeatedly said that some technology needs to be 
incorporated into the conduct of trials. It is nmaring that so 
many ministers of justice come and go and none of them was 
interested enough to change the archaic way of firing trial 
transcripts. Otter nations introduced a more efficient way 
of documenting trial procedures some 40 or 50 years ago. It 
is literally scandalous that no similar innovation has teen 
introduced to this dimension of trial work in Jordan till 
now. This calls for new blood in die judicial system that 
hopefully the construction of die new Palace of Justice 
would nsber in. 

There is no sense in coostructmg new physical setting for 
the country’s judicial system if the minds that win run it 
belong to archaic eras. It is not enough to be well versed in 
the law of the land to administer an efficient and just system 
of justice. Much more is needed. The system requires a 
modernistic administrator who has the intellect and im- 
agination to introduce new and effective ways of r unning 
trials. 

Fortunately the Kingdom is blessed with a reasonably 
good calibre of judges. Much more can be built on the 
shoulders of even the existing judges till the country can 
afford to recruit even more qualified ones. The salary base 
for judges on whom the people must place their trust and 
confidence to adjudicate their litigations is much too low. 
Besides, the revenues of court procedures are high enough 
to justify an immediate salary raise for judges without 
awaiting the complete economic recovery of the nation. 

There is no way that the country’s economic development 
can be complete without the existence of a coo temporary 
system of justice. The efficient conduct of justice is the 
cornerstone of any civilisation and it is high time that the 
government do more about it. Hopefully the King's laying of 
the cornerstone for the new Palace of Justice would also lay 
down the cornerstone for much more urgently needed 
innovations and improvements, both material and intellec- 
tual. 


ARAB EL-NAIM, ISRAEL — 
Mohammad Naim grimly recalls 
the day in 1964 when security 
forces demolished his village, 
perched on a ridge in northern 
Israel since before the state was 
founded in 1948. 

“There was a big explosion. 
One woman gave birth under that 
tree as we waited. I cried,” said 
Mr. Naim, 32. 

Despite the demolition of the 
village's 10 concrete and stone 
bouses, the people of Arab A1 
Naim refused to be budged to 
make way for an army training 
area. The rebuilt — and grew. 

About 300 people now live 
here in a dense duster of metal 
shacks lacking all basic services, 
even toilets. 

The village is one of 90 com- 
munities in the Galilee region 
fighting for state recognition and 
basic services — roads, clinics, 
schools, water, sewers, power. 

■ telephones. 

They are Israel’s forgotten vil- 
lages, not registered at the Jewish 
state's founding, outlawed in 
196S and harassed by authorities 
to this day. 

Villagers charge successive 
Israeli governments wanted to 
squeeze them out in order to 
decisively tip the demographic 
balance in northern Israel to 
favour Jews. 

Government officials deny 
charges of discrimination but ack- 
nowledge a gap between services 
to Jewish and Arab areas. 

After the 1948 Middle East 
war. the majority of Arab villages 
were recognised by the state and 
entitled to services. 

Hubert Law-Yone, professor 
of urban planning at the Haifa. 
Technion, said the disputed vil- 
lages — dating from the Ottoman 
and British mandate periods or 
set up by refugees forced from 
original villages in the 1948 war 
— were somehow ignored. 

They were "grey” localities — 
denied services, banned from 
maps, targeted from land con- 
fiscation. In 1965, the state plan- 
ning law was passed. All of the 
unrecognised village lands were 
zoned agricultural, effectively 
outlawing their existence. 

Now 10,000 of Israel’s 750,000 
Arab citizens live in the unrecog- 
nised villages. 

Demographics in the north 
have worried successive Israeli 
governments. Arabs have out- 
numbered Jews for more than 10 
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Muslim cleric hones the 


fusing of religion, politics 


By Judith Miller 




years. By December 1990, when 
the last official census was taken, 
there were 411,100 Arabs versus 
*394,000 Jews. 

“This year there is a very slight 
Jewish majority, not more than 
one per cent," said Statistics 
Bureau Spokesman David New- 
man, attributing this to Soviet 
Jewish immigration. 

Even Israeli Arabs living in 
recognised locales accuse Israel 
of discrimination. 

To the north of Arab-Al Naim, 
the development town of Kaimiel 
sprawls in the valley and is bur- 
sting with new immigrants. 

A kilometre along the ridge stand 
the orange-roofed cottages of 
Ashchar, which receive full ser- 
vices. 

“We can live together if the 
authorities change their minds 
and see the Arabs as citizens,'' 
one Arab official said. 

Mr. Law-Yone put together i 
three-tiered plan that an Arab 
group presented to the Interior 
Ministry. Six villages, including 
Arab Al Naim, would be inde- 
pendent, most others joined to 
existing Arab municipalities and 
a minority relocated. 

Interior Minister Arye Deri 
said m March that he thought the 
problem of the unrecognised 
areas could be solved by a staged 
plan like Mr. Law- Tone’s. A 
ministry spokeswoman confirmed 
the proposal was under consid- 
eration. 

But this is an Israel: election 
year. Mr. Law-Yone says prom- 
ises may be forgotten after the 
June 23 national poll. 

Mr. Law-Yone has even 
documented past promises that 
have been broken. 

“In a few places water was 
connected and then discon- 
nected. In two places, schools 
were built and then shut down,” 
be said. . . 

Mr. Naim meanwhile has a 
recently issued court document 
ordering him to leave his land. 
He has no idea what to do, except 
to do what his father did and 
ignore it. And to dream. 

On one of his corrugated iron 
walls Mr. Naim has painted a pic- 
ture — blue sky mantling high 
green hills and a rushing river 
bisected by a very black two-lane 
road. 

“I imagine this is where I live," 
Mr. Naim said. “The water and 
the black road come to me and 
flowers grow." 


Gone were his traditional flowing 
.white robe and matching half- 
foot-high turban. Hassan A1 
Turabi, the elegant Sudanese leg- 
al scholar and philosopher with 
advanced degrees from the Uni- 
versity of London and the Sor- 
bonne, looked as pinstriped as 
any Barclay Street banker as he 
addressed multiple gatherings of 
influential scholars, businessmen, 
officials and journalists in 
Washington two weeks ago. 

Dr. Turabi is accustomed to 
wearing two bats. He is a preemi- 
nent pioneer and spokesman of 
the Islamic revival that is sweep- 
ing the Middle East and other 
regions with heavily Muslim 
populations. He is also widely 
regarded as the de facto power in 
the Sudan, where a militant Isla- 
mic government seized co ntro l in 
a military coup in 1989 and since 
then, according to Amnesty In- 
ternational and other human 
rights groups; has tortured poli- 
tical dissidents and engaged in 
other systematic violations of hu- 
man rights. 

Dr. Turabfs visit was labeled 
unofficial. But it was also a 
chance for Americans to learn 
much about not just a man with 
considerable influence in the 
Sudan, but also about the mili tant 
Islamic movements challenging 
' the established order in so many 



Hassan AI Turabi 


Hussein FadtaUah 


Dr. Turabi is, in fact, one of a 
handful of Islamic theoreticians 
who have, over the last 60 years, 
helped transfo rm their religion. 
While in recent centuries Islam 
encouraged believers to be politi- 
cally passive even in die face of 
ruthlessly repre ss ive rulers, today 
the message is often a revolution- 
ary call to arms to implement 
God’s law through the creation of 
Islamic states. 

In combining the role of Isla- 
mic theoretician and practitioner, 
.Dr. Thrabi partakes of a long 
tradition; modern Islamic mili- 
tants are expected not just to 
write, but to do. “The Islamic 
trailblazers have helped provide 
both a philosophical underpin- 
ning and an organisational model 
for die modern Islamic states they 
have hoped to establish,” said 
John L. Esposito, a scholar on 
Islam and the author of a new 
book, “The Islamic Threat, Myth 
or Reality." 

Dr. Turabi does not challenge 
this. “Ours is a relatively new 
trend in Muslim history, which 
has been stagnant, dormant for so 
long,” he said last week at the 
Centre for Strategic and Interna- 
tional Studies in Washington. 
“The Islamic awakening began as 
a spiritual, an individual event, 
but it has become increasingly 
political. We have not yet trans- 
lated everything into new forms 


and programmes. But a blueprint 
is emerging.” 

This fundamentalist movement 
is a relatively recent phenomenon 
in the almost 1,400 years of Mus- 
lim history. While the Prophet 
Mohammad established in 622 an 
Islamic stale that he beaded, the 
relationship between religious 
Islam and the state has long been 
problematic. For example, the 
first major split of Muslims, into 
S unnis and Shiites, was over who 
should succeed Mohammad as 
temporal leader, or righteous 
caliph. Over time, the “ulema,” 
or Muslim clergy, became coun- 
selors, not rulers. For the most 
part they supported their rulers, 
no matter how repressive. 

Today’s brand of militant Islam 
has its roots in Egypt in the late 
1920's, when a young school- 
teacher, Hassan Al Banna, 
founded the Muslim Brother- 
hood; his goal was to oust Eygpt’s 
colonial rulexs and create a strong 
state based on Islamic principles, 
laws and norms, known collec- 
tively as “Sharia." 

Sayyid Qutb, a young Muslim 
Brother, then changed the way 
many contemporary Muslims 
think about Islam and political 
power. In his pioneering work 
‘"Signposts on the Road,” be 
argued in the early 1960’s that 
many leaders who called them- 
selves Muslims were in fact non- 
believers and their governments 
un-Islamic. So, he wrote, all real 
Muslims had a duty to overthrow 
them through force, or “jihad” — 
holy war. 

A new way of thinking 


“This deadly, critical and re- 
latively new distinction let the cat 
out of the bag,” said Fouad 
Ajanri, professor of Middle East 


studies at Johns Hopkins. “Be- 
fore Qutb, and even for most 
traditional Muslims today, any- 
one who called himself a Muslim 
and prayed was a Muslim.” 

In Shiite Iran, Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini took Islamic 
revolutionary doctrine a step 
further. Muslims should not pas- 
sively await the arrival of a mes- 
siah who would govern perfectly, 
he taught. Muslim clerics them- 
selves should rule — and he did 
— in order to hasten the creation 
of a truly Islamic government 
meat and society. 

Sayyid Mohammad Hussein 
FadJallah, the spiritual founder of 
the radical Shiite group Party of 
God, which seized Western hos- 
tages in Beirut, further honed the 
theology of violence. In “Islam 
and the Logic of Force,” pub- 
lished in 1976, he argued that the 
West and its pernicious cultural 
influences had to be resisted at all 
cost. A later work in 1986, says 
Dr. Ajami, “skirted on the edge 
of defending suicide attacks.” 
Today, the works of Dr. Turabi 
and Sheikh Rachid Al Ghan- 
noudri, a Tunisian who is exiled 
in . England, are ardently de- 
voured and debated by Muslim' 
students.. In their writings, both 
Dr. Ttarabi and Sheikh Ghan- 
nottnefai espouse an activist, but 
ostensibly tolerant, pluralistic 
Islam more reminiscent of Locke 
and Jefferson than of Khomeini. 
Dr. Turabi, for example, has 
argued that the ordinary Muslim 
citizen has a duty to interpret 
Islamic principles, that authority 
does not reside solely with the 
derics, but also with popular will. 
Thus, Dr. Turabi “by one stroke 
elevated the state to the role of 
religious adjudicator and sub- 
ordinated it to popular will,” 


concludes Abdul Wahab Al 
Affeodi, an influential young 
Sudanese disdple, in an essay. . 
defending tbe ueed for an Islamic 
state. 

Western liberals find tittle fault , 
with Dr. Turabfs work on paper. - 
He favours Islamic etnaodpation 
of women and respect fra- indi- 
vidual dignity and property. 
Islam, he says, docs not believe in 
coercion. Islamic forbids the tak- 
ing of individual hostages. 

But Sudanese and other Arab 
opponents say the reality of the '■ 
Sudanese Islamic state Dr. Tura- 
bi defends belies his reassuring 
text, which he discussed at length 
during a recent interview in Knar- 
toum, and at the Washington ' 
centre, where he was greeted by . 
angry prot e st s from Sudanese 
opposition groups. These oppo-. - 
cents cannot fathom why a man*-, 
they view as a Sudanese Svengali 
was given not only a visa to the 1 - 
United States but also an invita- i 
tion to testify this week before a ' 
House Foreign Affairs subcom-- 
nrittee. J 

In discussing the Sudanese gov- 
ernment’s suppression of tntfi-< 
tional political parties and any - 
whiff of secular dissent. Dr. Tura-’'" 
tri argued that the Sudan's tradi-" - 
tional political parties were little 
more than ethnic and tribal 
groupings. Hence, be said, “elec- 
tions are no longer representa- 
tive.” Asked in Washington ab- 
out the stifling of secular dissent* 
in Iran, about the milli on Iranians ■ 
killed in the war Ayatollah 7 
Khomeini did not initiate but 
refused to end, about the* 
thousands of the regime’s oppo- 
nents jailed, tortured and ex-* 
eented, he noted that Islam came* 
to power in Iran through a re-* 
volution, a violent and peculiar 
case. “There were a few exces-' 
ses,” he finally conceded. “But*, 
the Iranian revolution compares* 
reasonably well to the French or 
Russian examples." T 

Revolution would be the fun-".- 
damentalists’ only resort if other 
means of coming to power were 
blocked, he argues. Ultimately,., 
in this view, it matters little, 
whether Islam comes to power J 
through the ballot box or the ' 
barricades. What matters is that ~ 
history by permitted to take its 
coarse. Islam, he declares, is the 
futnre. 

How can the tolerance in Dr. 
Turabfs texts be reconciled with 
his determined defence of Islam 
in action in the Sudan? In Islamic 
politics as in ail lands, timing, it 
seems, is pivotal. ‘Turabi wrote 
those words when he was in 
opposition,” said Professor 
Ajami. “A democratic outlook is 
useful to Islamists in opposition. 
Then they speak the language of 
reform and pluralisxn. Ruling, of 
course, is something eke” — The 
New York Times. 
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JORDANIAN NEWSPAPERS published editorials tackling Jor- 
dan's achievements 46 years after independence from Britain and 
pointing out progress achieved under His Majesty King Hussein. 
Al Ra'l daily outlined the Kingdom's accomplishments ou the 
domestic and pan- Arab fronts during die past 46 years and said 
that the Kingdom had always embodied national principles 
striving to achieve national goals. Under King Hussein, Jordan 
has been able to translate the aspirations and the dreams into 
realities and to pursue the path of development and progress, it 
said. In the military field. King Hussein saw to it that the Armed 
Forces are well equipped to defend the homeland while in the 
social health, agricultural and industrial spheres, major strides 
have been made in the course of developing the nation, said the 
paper. It said that Jordan, under King Hussein, served as a model 
to the other Arab in the field of national stands and in embracing 
democracy, offering freedoms to the public in every domain. 
Furthermore, the paper said. Jordan under King Hussein con- 
tinues to strive to achieve solidarity among the Arab states 
despite the setbacks and regardless of the numerous challenges on 
the way. The paper said that while Jordanians take pride in the 
past achievements of their country, they have no alternative but 
to pursue serious efforts designed to enhance the nation's 
independence through further achievements, cohesion and unity. 


THE UNITED STATES has been an accomplice to Israel in all 
its wars with the Arabs helping the Jewish state occupy Arab 
land and hold on to it, said a columnist in the Al Ra’l Arabic daily 
Monday. It seems that this time the U.S. is helping Israel launch 
what Zionist leaders have called a limited war on Syria under the 
pretext of ridding South Lebanon of Hizboilah militias, said 
Ahmad Al Misieh. The writer said the U.S. has been helping 
Israel with all forms of military and economic assistance, enabling 
it to maintain its occupation of Arab land; and it seems that this 
time it is intent on helping it to launch war on the Lebanese and 
the Syrian in what Moshe Arens has called a pre-emptive strike 
against Israel’s enemies. For this reason, we see Washington 
keeping silent about Israel's use of American-made weapons to 
kill civilians in Gaza, the West Bank and Jerusalem and is 
condoning its current shelling of civilian targets in southern 
Lebanon killing a great number of people and destroying homes 
and other installations, said the Writer. He said that by launching 
what it calls a limited war, Israel intends to occupy more land 
from the Arabs and to consolidate its hold over Jerusalem and the 
other parts of the occupied land as well as enhance its presence in 
South Lebanon. Hie writer said it is time for true Arab leaders to 
meet and decide on practical steps to be taken before it is too late. 
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CHINESE FOOD 
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Chinese Restaurant 
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A PERSONAL SERVCE 
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RATES 
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( OPPOSITE SAFEWAY 
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IN JORDAN*- 

☆ Kais Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

★ Keys Service 
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6 Branches at YOUR Service 
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International Cuisine 
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Jordan heads for 

(Continued from page 1) 

gotiti, a member of the Palestinian 
delegation sc h ed u led to leave for 
Lisbon Tuesday, reaffirmed that 
“we win insist on the participation 
of Falestiiitsm from the diaspora in 
the multilateral negotiations.” 

“ft is die right of the Palesti- 
nians, as one nation, to be repre- 
sented m aUworiting groups of the 
multilateral negotiations,” be aiH. 

Dr, Bargouti specifically refer- 
red to the committee on regional 
security and arms control from 
winch the Palestinians have been 
exduded. l Tht fact that we were 
eadoded is an indication that there 
is something missing,” he told the 
Jordan Times. 

Among other items that the 
Palestinian delegation is planning 
to raise, according to Dr. Bargouti, 
is repres en tation of Palestinians 
from occupied Jerusalem. 

He stressed the imperative need 

to “recognise the Palestinian entity 
on equal footing with other coun- 
tries participating in the multilater- 
al negotiations. " 

Another procedural issue. Dr. 
Bargouti said, is “the hurdles that 
the Israeli forces are putting in the 
face of Palestinian delegates to the 
peace talks.” 

“Immunity to Palestinian dele- 
gates to the multilateral is a matter 
that cannot be compromised," Dr. 
Batgonti stressed. 

He United progress in the multi- 
lateral negotiations with progress 
achieved in the bilateral talks.' 

“Progress on the technical issues 
discussed at the muhOaterals can- 
not be achieved without rdtohiog 
the political issues at the bUater- 


Lisbon review 

als,” he said. 

Political issues. Dr. Bargouti 
said, indude an end to settlements, 
and the implementation of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention hi the 
occupied territories as wdl as in- 
ternational protection for the 
Palestinians. 

“When we tried to discuss the 
Palestinian right of return at the 
multikierals, we were told that 
venae for this is the bilateral nego- 
tiations," Dr. Bargouti prints 
out 

“The issue is a political rather 
than a technical one," he said. 

The Palestinian delegation to 
Lisbon includes Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo, member of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) Ex- 
ecutive Commitee, as coordinator 

and Dr. Saeb Ircikar as head. 

It also comprises, in addition to 
Dr. Bargouti, Dr. Salim Tamari of 
the refugees committee. Dr. Jad 
Ishak, head of the delegation to 
the environment committee, Samir 
Hlefeh of the economic committee, 
and Dr. Riyad Khudari. bead of 
the delegation to the water com- 
mittee. 

the Jordanian delegation in- 
cludes Ambassador Hassan Abo 
Nj’meta, Ambassador Talal A1 
Hassan and Mr. Abdel Bab Kha- 
tib. 

Taking part in the meetings of 
the steering committee will be 11 
delegations; From the U.S. and 
Russia — the co-sponsors — the 
European Community (EC), 
Japan, Canada, Saudi ARabia — 
representing the Gulf Cooperation 
Council — Tunisia on behalf of the 
Arab Maghreb Union, Jordan, the 
Palestinians, Egypt and Israel. 


More violence expected after politician’s murder 


Liberals’ score 

(Continued from page 1) 


Bloc won five out of the nine 
seats allocated to the governo- 
rs te. 

In Karak, the Reform Bloc 
achieved a landslide victory 
with its members winning all 
the trine seats allocated for the 
governors te. A total of 744 
members, out of 3,206 eligible 
voters, cast their votes in Sun- 
day’s elections. Competing for 
the nine seats were two blocs, 
in addition to three indepen- 
dent candidates. 


upset victory 

lii Irbid, where four blocs, in 
addition to one independent 
candidate contested for IS 
seats. A total of 61 competed. 

Hie number of eligible vo- 
ters was 20,000, while the num- 
ber of members who actually 
cast ballots was 3,451. The 
Salvation and National bkxs 
won all 15 seats, while the 
association's president and 
head of Irbid branch, 
Mahmoud Hhzalleh, lost. 

In Madaba, the independent 
National Bloc won the commit- 
tee's IS seats allocated to 
Madaba District 


Masood, Hekmatyar bury the hatchet 


T he following article was written 
with ominous insight before 
Saturday's assassination of Judge 
Giovanni Falcone , director of cri- 
minal affairs in Italy and key 
figure in the fight against mafia. 

By Clare Fedrkk 

ROME — Salvo Lima was the 
first to understand the signifi- 
cance of the motorcycle that 
overtook the car in which he and 
his two friends were travelling, 
and then turned back and headed 
in their direction. “He realised 
what was going on before any of 
us,” said Leonardo Liggio, who 
was driving the car that March 
morning, along a road in the 
seaside resort of Mondello, close 
to the Sicillian capital of Palermo. 
“His last words were: They’re 
coming back!” 

As Mr. Lima bad rightly 
sensed, the motorcyclists were 
hired assassins, and be was their 
target. As they opened fire, be 
ran from the car. Hie two masked 
men followed him and with a 
bullet in the back of the neck, 
they put an end to the life of the 
64-year-old politician. 

Another Mafia killing. But this 
one was different. Salvo Lima, 
was the most powerful political 
figure in Sicily. A former mayor 
of Palermo and Euro-MP since 
1985, Lima wielded immense 
power in the Christian Democrat 
(CD) party which dominates poli- 
tical life in Sicfly. He was a close 
ally of Italian Prime Minister 
Ginlio Andreotti. He was also 
considered to be untouchable. 
Lima was one of the few public 
figures to travel without an aimed 
escort. On that fateful morning, 
be chose to take a lift with two 
friends, both of whom were 
spared in the killing. 

Officials investigating the mur- 
der, which comes in the run-up to 
April general elections in Italy, 
admit they are baffled. “We real- 
ly don't know anything,” said 
Palermo’s Chief Attorney, Pietro 
Giammanco. who is heading the 


investigation. There is no shor- 
tage of theories as to why Lima 
should have been singled out. 
This gray-haired man, with slight- 
ly protruding, piercing green 
eyes, was a controversial figure. 
On no fewer than 149 occasions, 
his integrity was called into ques- 
tion by Italy’s anti-Mafia commis- 
sion. Some of his critics openly 
accused him of collusion with the 
Mafia organised crime network, 
and of using bis powerful position 
in local government to hand out 
lucrative contracts to criminals. 

Unlike another former Christ- 
ian Democrat mayor of Palermo, 
Vito Gandmino — recently sent- 
enced to 10 years in jail for 
having links with the Mafia — 
Lima emerged unscathed from 
every inquiry. But even if Lima 
did not have direct links with 
organised crime, it is generally 
accepted that he walked a very 
fine line between his role as 
politic! an and the demands of the 
Sicilian criminal organisation 
whose tentacles are now reaching 
worldwide. 

In Sicily, the two words have 
for years been difficult to sepa- 
rate. Giampaolo Pansa who, as a 
leading journalist for Italy's 
Espresso news magazine, closely 
followed Lima's career, compares 
some Sicilian politidans to acro- 
bats, walking a tightrope over an 
abyss. “The abyss is the link 
between politics and Mafia,” he 
said. “Was Lima one of these? I 
would say, most certainly, yes. 
The death of any human being 
should be respected. But the life 
of a public figure, his career, and 
the' deeds and misdeeds of that 
career should be examined with 
great frankness, even after he has 
beat killed.” 

Lima's death certainly failed to 
evoke the same sense of public 
mourning as there had been for 
other Mafia victims, from crime- 
fighter General Carlo Alberto 
Italia Chiesa, gunned down with 
his wife in 1982, to Libero Grassi, 
the Sicilian businessman who re- 
fused to pay protection money to 


(Continued from page 1) 
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to bring them together were repe- 
atedly cancelled by officials citing 
security worries. 

Monday's talks were held on 
territory held by Hezb-Mslami 
forces, in ' a spot ringed' by 


heavily-armed and nervous guer- 
rillas. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s guerrillas 
were forced oat of Kabul to its 
southern fringe jo tibe batdes of 
late. April' and early May, 


K 


aue water... 


water... / / 

every, drop countd! 


Mafia hoods and who paid with 
his life in a Palermo street last 
August The day after Lima’s 
minder, city councilors were un- 
able to agree how to commemo- 
rate him. Not all the parties were 
willing to take part in public 
eulogies. Some people read much 
into the fact that Italy's President 
Francesco Cossiga, himself a 
Christian Democrat for most of 
his political career, failed to 
attend Lima’s funeral. 

But why did Lima die? Did be 
say no, when he should have said 
yes? Some Mafia watchers have 
speculated his killing might have 
been linked to the imminent shar- 
ing out of contracts worth mil- 
lions of dollars for re-building 
work in Palermo, including a new 
subway system, the building of 58 
dikes to improve the island's wa- 
ter supply at -a cost of 717 billion 
lire ($597.5 million), and the con- 
struction and resurfacing of 1,000 
billion lire’s ($833 million) worth 
of highways. 

Leoluca Orlando, another for- 
mer mayor of Palermo and one of 
Luna’s most outspoken critics, 
says he believes Lima was ex- 
ecuted because be failed to keep 
pledges be bad made. “The con- 
trolling group that he (Lima) 
represented is too closely com- 
promised by the world of busi- 
ness,” said Mr. Orlando, refer- 
ring to the Christian Democrat 
party to which he used to belong, 
before forming a new political 
group called the Rete — the 
Network. The Christian Demo- 
crats, traditionally the most 
powerful party in Sicily, have 
often been tainted by scandals of 
Mafia collusion and corruption . 
“I would go further,” added Mr. 
Orlando. “It (the CD party) is 
obliged to take on commitments 
it can't always maintain." 

Another theory is that Lima 
became caught up in the power 
struggle within the ranks of the 
Mafia. Lima was rumored to have 
been linked to the Bontate clan, 
which was beaten in the bloody 
gang warfare of the early 1980s. 
Mafia experts point out that his 
murder was carried out on terri- 
tory controlled by the Madonia 
family. The Madonias are closely 
linked to the Corieonesi, who 
emerged victorious from the war 
with the Bontate mob. So was 
this a settling of oty.scores? Or 


was the murder the work of an 
outside dan who deliberately 
chose ro cany out a high-profile 
execution on Corleone territory, 
as a challenge? For months, top 
Mafia expert Giovanni Falcone 
has been warning of a new and 
violent gangland struggle as out- 
side dans contest the dominance 
of the Corieonesi. 

Investigators hope they may 
find the answer to the mystery in 
the 40 boxes of papers and floppy 
disks they seized from Lima's 
offices in the hours after his 
murder. Meanwhile, two top 
judges are preparing to go to the 
U.S. to question two former high- 
ranking Sicilian mobsters, Tom- 
maso Buscetta and Francesco 
Marino Mannoia. Both men are 
living in secret locations under 
the protection of the FBI. They 
are “pentiti” — former Mafiosi 
who decided to turn state's evi- 
dence and break the Mafia's 
sacred code of silence. 

Judges Paolo BorseDino and 
Vittorio Aliquo will be asking the 
two ex-Mafiosi about the links 
between the Mafia and politics in 
Sicily. Most experts agree that 
would provide the vital due, not 
just to Lima's murder, but to 
understanding the criminal orga- 
nisation itself. It has long been 
known that link exists. The Mafia 
is known to control vast numbers 
of votes in Sidly. Bosses assure 
local, politicians of support in 
their territory in exchange for 
contracts and other business 
deals, which enable them to recy- 
cle drag money. 

Judge Falcone, director of cri- 
minal affairs in Italy and for years 
the key figure in the fight against 
the Mafia, points to a report 
published as far back as 1972 by 
the anti-Mafia commission, which 
clearly outlines the political con- 
nection. “In Sicily, the post-war 
political system has not been able 
to defend itself against the Mafia, 
which existed before the present 
political parties were born,” says 
the report. 

But the extent of the collusion 
has never been fathomed. The 
“pentiti” themselves have always 
balked at giving details of politic- 
al links. Tommaso Buscetta gave 
full co-operation, except in that 
area. Mr. Falcone recalls how the 
ex-Mafioso frankly admitted he 
was scared. “That is a subject 
that should be left alone, Mr. 


Buscetta told Mr. Falcone during 
interrogations after he decided to 
turn state's evidence in 1984. “In 
any case, you magistrates would 
never get to the bottom of it. 
They would never let you get to 
the truth.*' 

Judge Borsellino says he be- 
lieves Lima's death might put an 
end to the reticence of Mr. Bus- 
cetta and Mr. Mannoia. “Buscet- 
ta should no longer have the same 
misgivings he once had,” said the 
judge. “The situation is not the 
same as it was. Salvo Lima has 
been murdered. The 'pentito* 
could decide to tell everything he 
knows." 

In the aftermath of Lima's 
death, a pail of fear has de- 
scended over Sicily, and Over 
Palermo in particular. Hundreds 
of extra police have been drafted 
into the island. Armed escorts 
have been stepped up and body- 
guards assigned to political fi- 
gures who previously did not 
have them. Hiere have been can- 
did warnings of more killings. 
Lima's power was such that his 
demise will destroy the preca- 
rious balance of Palermo’s poli- 
tical scene, say experts. That 
could open up the way for more 
power grabbing and more deaths. 

Said Attorney General Bruno 
Siclari: “These crimes never 
come singly. They are an indica- 
tion of a balance that has been 
broken. We can expect other acts 
of violence from within the Cosa 
Nostra (Mafia).” Italy’s Interior 
Minister Vincenzo Scotti has 
gone so far as to issue a red alert 
over what he has described as “a 
plan to destabilise" the Italian 
government. In an enigmatic 
warning that shocked the Italian 
public, Mr. Scotti has hinted at a 
mysterious alliance between 
organised crime and unspecified 
terrorist forces who may be work- 
ing to attack democracy in pre- 
election Italy. 

The alarm, made public on 
March IS, is linked to a warning 
by an informer, given a little over 
a month ago. The informer, iden- 
tified as Elio G’olini, known to 
Italy’s secret services, warned of 
a spate of killin gs of politicians 
from the Christian Democrats, 
the Socialists and the Democratic 
Party of the Left (PDS), formerly 
known as the Italian Communist 
Party. In past weeks, political 
figures from ail three groups have 


indeed been murdered — Lima, 
on March 12 and, the same day. 
Socialist Salvatore Gaglio. Gag- 
lio, who was secretary for the 
Italian Socialist Federation in 
Brussels, was murdered in the 
Belgian capital as he organised 
the return of Italian emigrants to 
vote in the April S elections. A 
day earlier, PDS city councillor 
Sebasciano Con-ado was shot 
dead in Castcllamare di Stabia, 
near Naples. 

Some groups have dismissed 
the warnings, accusing Mr. Scotti 
of trying to make political 
mileage and scare the public into 
voting for stability — his own CD 
party has dominated Italian poli- 
tics for almost half a century. But 
leading figures from other politic- 
al groups have echoed the minis- 
ter’s fears that Italy may be about 
to enter a second period of terror- 
ism, reminiscent of the so-called 
“anni di piombo" — literally, the 
years of lead — of the 1970s, 
when extreme left-wing and ex- 
treme right-wing groups created a 
climate to terror in Italy. 

Giovanni Spadolini, head of 
the Italian senate and a member 
of the Republican Party, said he 
was seriously concerned. “The 
picture that emerges from the 
warning of the Interior Minister 
underlines the danger of a new 
wave of terrorism, which aims to 
destabilise our institutions, and 
rob them of their legitimacy,” he 
said. 

Said Nilde Iotti, a member of 
the PDS and head of the Cham- 
ber of Deputies, Italy’s lower 
house: “We are in a situation that 
very closely resembles the years 
of terrorism. I wouldn’t like to 
think we were on the threshold of 
an attack against the state.” 

More than one person has 
likened the present climate to 
that of*Italy's darkest moment, 
when Prime Minister Aldo More 
was kidnapped and murdered by 
the extreme left-wing Red Bri- 
gades terrorists, 14 years ago this 
month. Among the warnings 
made by the informer GoKni is 
that of a kidnap threat to “a 
future president of the Repub- 
lic.” With the current incumbent 
Francesco Cossiga due to step 
down in July, there is one man 
who is strongly touted to become 
the new president of Italy — its 
present Prune Minister, Ginlio 
Andreotti — World News Link. 
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While choosing between BMW’s may not be 
the easiest decision you’ll ever make, any diffi- 
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machines. 
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Graf, Courier advance at French Open 


PARIS (AP) — Playing his first 
Grand Slam tournament as the 
world's top-ranked player, Jim 
Courier opened his defence of the 
French Open title with a straight- 
.set victory over Sweden's Nidas 
Kroon. 

Favoured to retain the cham- 
pionship and move halfway to- 
ward a Grand Slam sweep. 
Courier blew a 5-2 lead in the first 
set, but crushed Kroon in a tieb- 
reaker en route to a 7-6 (7-2), 6-4, 
6-2 triumph. Kroon, a qualfier, is 
.ranked 226th. 

Steffi Graf, hoping to end 
Monica Seles' two-year reign as 
’women's champion, kicked off 
the tournament earlier with a 6-3, 
6-1 victory over Rene Simpson- 
" Alter of Canada. 

1 Graf, the 1987 and 1988 win- 
ner, has been overtaken by Seles 


in the world rankings but remains 
the top threat to the two-time 
defending champion. The 
second-seeded German took an 
hour, three minutes to beat 
Simpson -Alter, ranked 84th in 
the world. 

Graf said she felt more at ease 
than she had in two years and 
insisted she had erased from her 
mind any ill effects from a humi- 
liating semifinal loss here last 
year to Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario. 

“1 feel a lot better now than I 
have for quite some time,** she 
said. “I think I'm getting more 
eager than I have. ... You get 
more and more eager and you 
want to go out there." 

Two other women's seeds adv- 
anced over American foes. No. 8 
Manuel a Malee va- Fragnie re beat 
Halle Goffi. 64* 7-6 (7-1), and 
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PATIENCE. PATIENCE PLEASE! 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ J 10 5 

’ Q d 9 8 6 4 
. 5 

♦ A S 6 


EAST 

*876 

" 3 

: 96432 
* K Q 10 3 


North 
2 : 

4 : 


East 

Pass 


WEST 

* K Q 4 2 
5 2 

K Q 16 7 

• J 7 4 

SOLTH 
♦ A 9 3 
' A K 10 
A J 8 
49 52 
The bidding: 

South West 

1 NT Pass 

2 “ Pass 
Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 
It goes against the grain of many 
players to lose a trick they don ; t 
have to. However, if they are re- 
trieving that trick somewhere else, 
possibly with interest, it can lead to 
some interesting play. 

North -South were playing Jacoby 
Transfer Bids. Hence Nurth's bid of 
two diamonds showed a five-card or 
longer heart suit and asked South to 
bid that suit. That meant tbe open- 
ing lead against four hearts would 
Come up to the South hand, and 
here it proved crucial. 

West led the king of diamonds. 


Taking only the North-South hold- 
ings into consideration, tbe success 
of the contract would depend on 

finding East with at least one spade 
honor. That way declarer could hold 
the losers to three— two clubs and a 
spade. 

Does tbe lead of the long of dia- 
monds alter the situation at alT To 
borrow a phrase popular a quarter of 
a century ago, you bet your sweet 
hippy! 

Let's suppose declarer can resist 
the temptation to grab tbe ace of 
diamonds and allows West to hold 
the first trick— since the ace of dia- 
monds can be used for a dub dis- 
card. declarer is simply swapping 
losers. 

Best defense is for West to shift 
to a club. Declarer shoots up with 
the ace. draws trumps ending in 
hand, cashes the ace of diamonds 
for a club discard and leads tbe jack. 
West must cover and. instead of 
ruffing, declarer staffs dummy’s re- 
maining dub. West can do no better 
than persevere with dubs. Declarer 
ruffs in dummy, returns to hand 
with a trump and ruffs the remain- 
ing club on the table. Then declarer 
runs the jack of spades. In with the 
queen, West has a choice of toeing 
options: either leading a spade into 
declarer’s combined tenace, or yield- 
ing a ruff sluff. Four hearts bid and 
made. 


No. 10 Jana Novota of Czechos- 
lovakia beat Debbie Graham, 6- 
3, 6-2. 

Seles and Courier’s top rival, 
Stefan Edberg, were to start play 
Tuesday. 

“If I'm playing my best tennis, 
Fm not afraid of anyone,” said 
Courier, who like Seles won the 
first -leg of the Grand Slam this 
year in Australia. 

Even if Courier and Edberg 
avoid early-round crises, there 
will be high emotion as soon as 
the two American elder states- 
men take the court. Both Jimmy 
Connors, 39, and John McEnroe, 
33, could be competing here for 
the last time. 

Connors, playing his 13th 
French Open, risks exiting earlier 
than bis crowd- pleasing, fist- 
pumping march to the third 
round last year. His first-round 
opponent Tuesday is Wimbledon 
champion and No. 4 seed Michael 
Stkh, who’s not among tbe many 
ardent Connors fans here. 

After losing to Connors in 
Memphis in February, Stich com- 


plained about the- American's 
showmanship and banter with the 
crowd. 

“This had nothing to do with 
tennis.” Stich said at the time. 
“It's ridiculous and very unfair. 
Everybody wants to excuse him 
because he’s 40 years old or 
whatever.” 

McEnroe was to face Sweden’s 
Niki as Kulti on centre court. 
Should he reach the third round, 
he could meet Michael Chang, 
wbo three years ago became the 
first American to win here since 
1955. 

Chang (No. 5) is one of six 
Americans among the 16 seeded 
men — the others are Courier, 
Pete Sampras (No. 3), Andre 
Agassi (No. 11), Aaron Krick- 
stcin (No. 13), and Brad Gilbert 
(No. 15). No other country has 
more than one men’s seed. 

In afl, tbe United States has 17 
men and 24 women entered, 
although the top two U.S. women 
— Jennifer Capriati and Mary 
Joe Fernandez — are given slim 
chances of be ting Seles or No. 2 


seed Steffi Graf. 

Seles, winner of the last four 
Grand Slam events she’s entered, 
sounded unworried Monday ab- 
out her recent loss to Gabriela 
Sabatini in the Italian Open. 

‘’I’ve had a good two weeks of 
rest and preparation,” Seles 
said.” I don’t like to play too well 
before a tournament. Fm playing 
well — not great, but no bad.” 

Organisers said the tournament 
was a virtual sell-out even before 
it started. A rare, two-week 
stretch of virtually cloudless 
weather bad left the clay courts 
dry and relatively fast. 

That could boost the chances of 
big servers such as Sampras, who 
faces a tough first-round foe 
Tuesday in Marc Rqsset. 

Ivan Lendl, like Connors play- 
ing his 13th French Open, also 
has a tough opener — Spanish 
clay-court specialist Sergi 
Bmgeura, 22nd in the world. 

Lendl won here three times in 
the 1980s, but now has dropped 
from the top 10 for the first time 
in 13 years. 
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Lewis, 
Aouita 
win in 
New York 
games 


NEW YORK (AP) — Olympic 
gold medalists Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee, Carl Lewis and Said 
Aouita scored victories Sunday in 
the wind-plagued New York 
Gaines, a meet marred by a 
broken right leg by world-class 
long jumper Llewellyn Starks. 

Stalks, a 25-year-old American 
and the world's fourth-ranked 
long jumper, was injured on his 
takeoff during his third attempt. 

The frightening incident was 
watched by Dr. Ricardo Ortega 
of Spam, who was assgned to the 
long jump area in order to escort 
one participant to the drug- 
testing area after the competi- 
tion. 

“He heard a snapping sound 
when he took off,” Dr. Andres 
Rodriguez,- medical director of 
the New York Road Runners 
Club, said of Ortega’s description 
of tbe injury. “Tbe first thing that 
came to bis (Ortega’s) mind was 
that he had broken the board. 

“But then he saw the guy 
couldn’t complete the jump, and 
be landed in severe pain." 

While Starks’ injury oversha- 
dowed the competition, there 
were some notable performances. 

Lewis, in his first long. jump 
performance of the outdoor sea- 
son, won at a wind-aided 8.72 
metres (28 feet-7 1-2 inches). His 
second-best performance, 8.56 
(28-1), was the longest legal jump 
in the world this year. 

Joyner-Kersee, the 1988 Olym- 
pic gold medalist in the women's 


long jump and heptathlon, and 
the 1987 world champion in both 


events, continued her prepara- 
tion for the trials by winning two 
events. 

She took only one attempt in 
winning tbe long jump at 7.17 
(23-6 1-4), the best by an Amer- 
ican this year and the second-best 
in die world. Then, she won die 
100-metre hurdles by about three 
metres in 13.16 seconds. 

Joyner-Kersee said that after 
her only try in the long jump, she 
asked the officials to allow the 
competitors to jump into a pit 
facing the oppoate. direction.- be- 
came of die wind. They refused. 

“They. changed it for the men,”, 
she said. 

In addition to the difficulties 
for die jumpers because of the 
wind, the runners had much trou- 
ble, generally running into the 
wind. Therefore, most of the 
times were slow. 

Aouita. • the Moroccan who 
holds five world records in middle 
distance events, also complained 
about the wind, after rallying to 
nip John Trautmann in the mile 
in a relatively slow 3:58.20. 

“It was so windy we can't run. 
fast,” said Aouita, whose best 
m3e time is 3:46.76. 

• Aouita was surprised to see the 
unheralded Trautmann in the 
lead coming down the final 
str aig htaway. 

“I didn't know his name,” 
Aouita said. “I had to give all my 
in the last 50 metres to 
,t him.” 


Peanuts 



I HAVE A MUFFIN HERE 
FOR MY LUNCH ..YOU DON'T] 
HAPPEN TO HAVE ANV 
6RAPE JELLY IN YOUR 
DESK, DO YOU, MA'AM? 



MAYBE SHE LIKES 

EASIER QUESTIONS 
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Andy Capp 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 


I'M NERVOUS! YsuKE'Kr-cAN 

eATUC? ioi ... I crv 


YOUR FATHER ISI eo IN ' 
A BIG MAN* / AND 
DO you THINK ASK 
HE’LL TAKE IT J HIM, 
a i i OusiiTi I DARLING 1 




weluefl-w^Ve 

BEEN <501N* 
TOGETHER FOR 
lOUITE SOMETIME 
NOW AND ENtfEE 
THOUGHT IT WOULD' 
BE Aa RIGHT IF 

LnjASKVou/ 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MAY 26, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 


Moon square Jupiter makes your 
thinking somewhat unstable and 


the well-meaning advice of friends 
and associates likely to break-up a 
good and beneficial situation, if 
you follow it. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have considerable charm and 
the ingenuity to put it to good use 
so that you will be able to handle 
material interests more intelligent- 
ly. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to ' May 20) 

Discuss with a very practical 
minded person just what you can 
do to have a greater abundance 
and to spare through advice given 
by a money expert. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Think about bow you can do your 
tasks so that you please one who is 
an acquaintance you would like to 
become a dose and longtime 
friend. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Exert your charm and 
talents to put across to one in 
power the outside support that you 
desire but seek such backing in 
confidence. 

LEO: (July 22 (o August 21) This is 
the moment for you to let members 
of your own dan see that you have 
some good ideas for gaining the 
personal progress they want you to 
make. 


are with in daily association can 
bring to light how you can join with 
them in some civic. or financial 

expansion. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Tbe practical is very important 
to you now and in order to make 
the. arrangements you desire -U is 
necessary to adopt a new attitude 
towards outside partners. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A day when you are highly 
personal and it wouM.be wise to 
utilize this in order to find ways to 
increase your income from produc- 
tive activities. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A private meeting 
now with an expert can show you 
how to have a better time 'at 
recreations by going along with an 
associate who enjoys himself. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Consider well the 
advice of a determined hot experi- 
ence friend about how your daily 
activities can take on added lustre 
by your own efforts. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Go public today and espe- 
cially in whatever creative skill you 
want to put across and that require 
yon explain them with care to a 
bigwig. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
ak for whatever new coodi- 


VB8GO: (August 22 to September 
22) Many contacts with those you 


20) Look 
lions can be of service to you 
budding up a greater amount of 
rapport and financial stability for 
your own family. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 





‘Marriage is a two-way street... and you 
. keep putting up more stop signs!” 


I -THAI SCRAMBLED WORD GAME -- 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


INSIF 


n 


□ 

□ 


DAI 

c 




□ 



□ 

□ 


BUMEN 



□ 

wm 



SHE QUIT POSIN© A{5 
A SAINT WHEN SHE 
I PISCOVEKEC? THAT HER 
HUSBANP WASN'T THIS. 


CANTIG 


m 

□ 

□ 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem: ( X iX jU 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; PIOUS DRAFT SPONGE BARROW 


Answer “May I have a baseball glove for my son?" — 
"WE DON’T SWAP" 


THE Daily Crossword by Fred Toole 


ACROSS 
1 Kind Of | 

5 Actor 
9 Newts 

13 Ta-ta In Tijuana 

15 City near 
Oakland 

16 Narrow cut 

17 Scotsman 

19 Ripped 

20 Chick's cry 

21 Naval force 
23 Agts. 

25 Covert 
operation 

26 Diamond area 
30 Con artist's talk 

32 "Ben Hur 
author, — 
Wallace 

33 Saflboat 
35 More 

reasonable 

37 Summer drink 

38 Made passages 

40 Govt org. 

41 Paging sounds 
44 Carries 

46 Garland 

47 Some data: 

abbr. 

49 Ron the tape 
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IT- — ~ 


IIC tv 


■ _ . ■; j. 
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a 

a 

■ 

■i 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

m 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 


“•*! Service*, me 
FtaurvM 


51 Out of tills world 

53 Snide remark 

54 Postponement 
57 Hades 

60 Ms James 

61 Scottish poet 

affectionately 
64 Author Anita 
65"— old 
cowhand—" 

66 Wiser 

67 Moffo of opera 

68 light melodies 

69 Sediment 


DOWN 

1 Scrooge word 

2 Of some poems 

3 weary breath 

4 Join closely 


8 Gem we ights 

9 Baltic land 

10 Beginning Of 

poem by 61 A 

11 Grow weary 

12 Young or prank 
end 

14 Snoozes 
18 Dismay 

22 Apple seeds 

24 Ermine 

26 SpM the beans 

27 YeRow fever 
mosquito 

28 Continuing 10D 

23 Esteem 
31 Formal 

reception 
34 "For — sake!" 
36 Sortie 
39 Spread out 
troops 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


□nan nnnn snann 
nano nranra nunnE 
heed tchfis annnn 
□nmon rnBnHnmaHB 
nranann n^ntun 
nnnn non non 
nmnonnanan) eebd 
HGPnn non nnnnn 
nnnn □nDonononn 
orna one anon 

nrar.E 0r:]nr3 nEEMEE 

oonannoEE nnnEn 
fjocieh none nnnn 
nnnnn onnm qisbb 
nnnnig onnn mnfiR 


5 N. eng. cape 
6Boys 
7 Swords 


43 Mix 9 * 031 (WhnaJ S2 Of a curved part' 66 Angle iron 

«K£down ‘gggL- 

J?8,5hb0fh00 * Sfi2" _Pah 62 Armydto- 

» Eng. cottage tiSNeargrads 


48 Eur. region 
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Economy 


Study says corporate America still 
has a long row to hoe on quality 


NEW YORK (R) ' — U.S. com- 
petes nave big plans to improve 
quality but are far behind their 
toughest foreign competitors in 
giving customers what they want, 
according to a study. 

The study, a collaboration of 
consulting firm Ernst Young and 
the American Quality Founda- 
tion, shows that U.S. corpora- 
tions have been slow to adopt 
quality measures necessary to en- 
sure competitiveness in the 1990s. 

For example, the study found 
that 60 per cent of Japanese and 
German computer companies 
rank customer complaints as a 
major quality measure, compared 
with only 30 per cent of their U.S. 
rivals. And the figure is expected 
to reach 80 per cent in Japan and 


Germany within the next three 
years, but only 40 per cent in the 
United States. 

U.S. ear companies also scored 
Jow in terms of employee parti- 
cipation in the quality process. 
Only 40 per cent said workers 
attend regular quality meetings, 
while more than 60 per cent of 
Japanese car com panies encour- 
age the practice. 

Quality has moved to the fore* 
front of corporate strategy in 
recent years as companies face 
increasing international competi- 
tion for revenues and profits. 

Billed as the first global 
attempt to assess corporate quali- 
ty measures across industry and 
national borders, the study said 
U.S. companies expect to step up 


their efforts on a substantial scale. 

The number of car companies 
expected to include customers in 
design teams, for instance, is 
expected to more than double to 
43 per cent over the next three 
years from a current 20 per cent.* 
But given the pervasive rise 
across corporate America of the 
“top quality” movement, which 
views quality as a ' universal 
strategic goal, progress so for has 
been less than encouraging. 

Terrence Ozan, a partner at Ernst 
Young, the International profesaooal 
service firm, said U.S. com- 
panies most move quickly on 
quality just to maintain parity 
with foreign competitors, not just 
to gain a competitive edge. 

“For American companies the 


message is dear,” said Mr. Ozan. 
“If U.S. companies are going to 
achieve the lasting gains they 
want from quality practices, they 
need to focus on actually malting 
a few key improvements rather 
than trying to do everything all at 
once.” 

The American Quality Found- 
ation is a non-profit New York- 
based think tank aimed at sup- 
porting the long-term develop- 
ment of quality improvement. 
The group is chaired by General 
Motors Corp. Chairman Robert 
Stempel. 

The two organisations based 
the study on responses from 584 
manufocturing and service com- 
panies in the United States, 
Japan, Germany and GanaHa 
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Taiwan passes copyright law 
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• TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan's parlia- 
> meat has passed revisions to its 

■ copyright law /strengthening pro- 
) tection of foreign patents and 
; copyrights in a bid to avert U.S. 
‘ trade sanctions. 

! The new law gives explicit legal 
; protection to a wide range of 

• products including Chinese trans- 

■ tations Of Engtis h- langTiagft pub- 
; bcations, computer software, and 
I. films and music recorded on tas- 
ter discs. 

It imposes heavier penalties for 
' copyright piracy. Violators now 
: face seven-year prison terms and 
; fines of up to 450,000 Taiwanese 
’ dollars ($18,000), and victims of 
; infringements can seek up to 1 

• million Taiwanese dollars 
J ($40,000) in damages. 


“Taiwan has been notoriously 
known as the ‘kingdom of imita- 
tions.’ We hope to shed this 
image now that the copyright law 
has been passed,” opposition 
legislator Chen Shiri-Bian told 
reporters. 

Intellectual property talks be- 
tween Taipei and Washington 
broke down last month and the 
U.S. trade representative placed 
Taiwan on a “priority watch list” 
,of countries failing to prevent 
(■racy of U.S. copyrights. 

It could face trade retaliation, 
including tariffs of up to 100 per 
cent of some of its shipments, 
unless it satisfies Washington 
within six months that it has made 
progress towards stopping piracy. 

A U.S. industry group has esti- 


mated intellectual pr opert y theft 
costs American firms $370 milli on 
a year in Taiwan. 

“Passage of the copyright law 
will certainly help us m the up- 
coming talks with die United 
States,” said Tsai Lien-Sheng, 
spokesman for the Board of Fore- 
ign Trade. 

The revisions, which will after 
promulgation by president Lee 
Teng-Hui this month, will also 
help Taiwan’s application to join 
the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, legislators 
said. 

Taiwan has pledged to intro- 
duce an export monitoring system 
to catch illegal imitations of com- 
puter software by local com- 
panies. 


SABIO borrows another $275m 


*?v 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — A 
subsidiary of Saudi Arabian Baric 
Industries Corporation (SABIC), 
! ; the kingdom’s petrochemical 
1 giant, is borrowing S275 million 
l - from Gulf-based banks to help 

. . , . finance its expansion plans, bank- 

end CIS said Mon day. 

!Cp signs’* • The Saudi Methanol Company 
(Ibn Sina) asked Saudi American 
-Bank, Gulf- -International Bank 
and Saudi .British Bank, to 






arrange the eight-and-haif year 
loan, which is priced at 42.5 basis 
points over the London Inter 
Bank Offered Rate (LIBOR), 
they said. 

The loan — which will finance 
construction of a 500,000-tonne 
per yea r m ethyl tertiary butyl 
ether (MTBE) plant — was fully 
underwritten by the three banks 
and will be offered to Gulf-based 
forms. for syndication this week. 
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Currency 

15 . 5. 1992 

22. 5. 19921 1 


l-Year |%) 

l-Maath (%> 

l-Var 4 %) 

U.S. Dollar 

3.75 

4.25 

3.93 

4.31 

Sterling Pound 

9.87 

9.87 

9.81 

-9.81 

Deutsche Mark 

9.68 

9.68 

9.50 

9.47 

Swiss Franc 

9.18 

8.43 

8.93 

8.62 . 

French Franc 

9.81 

9.81 

9.78 

9.69 

Japanese Yen 

4.71 

4.53 

4.75 

4.62 


Interbank bid rate* for amount*. rxcTvdmg I'.S. Dollars 1.000.000 or equivalent. 

Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate BeBrtta • 

. 24. 5. 1992 



Cnrrency 

Bid 

Offer 

VS. Dollar 

0.6700 

0.6800 

Sterling Pound 

1.2313 

1.2375 

Deutsche Mark ’ 

'• 0.4191 

0.4212 

Swiss Franc 

0.4555 

0.4578 

French Franc 

0.1247 

0.1253 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5243 

0.5269 • 


0.3721 

0.3740 

Swedish Krona 

0.1165 

* 0.1171 

Italian Lira* 

0.0557 

0.0560 

* 

Belgian Franc - 

0.02034 



* Per 100 


they said. 

Another subsidiary Saudi East- 
ern Petrochemical Company 
(Shanq) had approached banks 
for a $35Q million credit wfth a 
similar maturity and the deal was 
being negotiated, bankers said. 

SABIC is expected to borrow 
up to $2 billion from the region's 
banks in 1992 to boost its pet- 
rochemical -and • fertiliser, produc- 
tion to 20 million tonnes per year 
by- 1995 from - about IS^million 
now. 

SABIC has not said how much 
the entire programme will cost 
but 10 of its 12 affiliates in the 
Jnbafl industrial complex are 
undergoing expansions. 

It began borrowing after Saudi 
government told its state-owned 
institutions to seek finance from 
commercial banks early in 1991. 

SABIC, which is 70 per cent 
owned by the Saudi government 
and also produces steel and plas- 
tics, is regarded as a good credit 
risk. It made a 2.3 billion riyal 
(S613 million) net profit in 1991. 

The first SABIC credit, a $500 
millioo loan for Saudi European 
Petrochemical Company, was 
signed last March. 


Card firms 
in Japan 
to lower 
credit limit 

TOKYO (R) — Alarmed at the 
growing number of individuals 
who file for bankruptcy, Japanese 
credit card firms are expected to 
reduce the ceiling on loans to 
clients, the Japan Consumer Cre- 
dit Industry Association said 
Monday. 

A spokesman for Orient Corp., 
a leading consumer credit com- 
pany, said it would lower the 
overall credit limit to card holders 
to 300,000 yen ($2,300) from 
500,000 yen ($3,875), effective on 
June 1. 

Other major card companies 
are expected to follow suit after a 
decision by the association in 
March to advise its members to 
lower the credit ceiling. 

“We hope the decision will at 
least stem the growing tide (of 
bankruptcies),” an association 
official said Monday. 

“Although it isn't binding, the 
industry usually abides by our 
policy decisions,” be pointed out 

The number of individual 
bankruptcies doubled to 23,000 in 
1991 from 11,000 in 1990. 

Many are young people in thier 
early 20s living alone in major 
cities who have several cards and 
spend extravagantly on designer 
clothes, audio equipment and ex- 
pensive meals. 

Such cases have shocked older 
people, whose high saving rate 
and thrift were one reason for 
Japan’s economic miracle. 

I Meanwhile, Japan’s trade sur- 
plus widened last month, hitting 
an unadjnsted $7.16 billion 
against $6.31 billion in April 
1991, as export growth outpaced 
import growth, the finance minis- 
try has said. 

The gap in two-way trade with 
tiie United States, Japan's most 
vocal trade critic, ballooned to an 
unadjusted $3.29 billion surplus 
in April from $2.26 billion a year 
earlier. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Bargain hunters kept the market afloat in a listless 
session with main attention focused on forthcoming corporate 
results announcements. The 225-share Nikkei average closed 
334.00 points up at 18,555.00. 

SYDNEY ■ — The market dosed marginally lower in featureless 
trade lacking direction from overseas. The AD Ordinaries dosed 
0.4 of a point down at 1,684.1. 

HONG KONG — Stock shot through the 6,000 barrier for the first 
time on an unexpected interest rate cut and a flood of overseas 
money. But the Hang Seng index slipped back to dose at 
5,993.11, 133.4 points up. 

BOMBAY -— Rumours that clients of some brokers bad ducked 
debts following a market slide undermined sentiment, brokers 
said. The BSE index dropped 28.78 points to dose at 3,406.29. 

FRANKFURT — German shares shook off early selling pressure 
to drive the DAX index 8.67 points up to 1,811.57 -— its highest 
dose since August 3, 1990. 

PARIS — Share prices finished hardly changed in trading reduced 
by the dosore of the Loudon and New York stock markets foroHtfays. 






Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 


TRAXX 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 830, 10:30 p.m- " 


''Cinema • • Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 



Al Pacino ... in 

SEA OF LOVE 
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Tel: 625155 


Nabil & Hisham 
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Daily at 8:30 p.m. Extra show on Wednesday 4:30 pjn. 
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Saudi banks 
launch funds 
for local 
investors 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Saudi banks have begun setting 
up mutual trust funds for local 
shares in a move which analysts 
say should attract more investors 
to the kingdom’s already boom- 
ing market. 

Saudi American Bank (SAM- 
BA), the kingdom^ biggest joint 
venture bank, last week launched 
the first domestic investment 
food with subscriptions worth 220 
million riyals ($59 million). 

Two more banks — Saudi Brit- 
ish Bank and Al Rajhi Banking 
and Investment Corporation — 
recently got the green light from 
the Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency (SAMA) to set up similar 
funds. 

Economists say the funds, 
which Trill buy and sell shares of 
the 60-odd firms listed on the 
kingdom’s telephone and compu- 
ter exchange, wonld protect 
small investors who did not have 
the time or expertise to manage 
their investments professionally. 

They would also reduce the 
risk of losses by spreading the 
investment over a large number 
of firms. 

But analysts predicted the 
funds could also inflate share 
prices which have already risen 
by an average 35 per cent in 1992. 

“In the long run its a good 
thing because prices won’t be 
driven by lack of information,” 
one Riyadh-based economist 
said. 

“But in the short run, the 
immediate impact will be towards 
increasing instability because 
there is a limited number of 
shares available and this will add 
liquidity to the market — prices 
are already higher than they 
should be,” be added. 

Saudi Arabia’s official share 
index has more than doubled 
since the Golf war ended last 
year. 


Sudan unveils budget 
with yawning deficit 


KHARTOURM (R) — Sudan’s 
finance and economic planning 
minister has asked the parliament 
to approve his 1992-93 budget 
which projects expenditure of 
$1.6 billion and a deficit of more 
than 50 per cent. 

Abdul Rahim Hamdi told the 
300-member parliament hard cur- 
rency revenues had been hit by a 
sharp fall in the price of cotton, 
the country’s main export earner, 
and other export crops. 

Total expenditure will be 156 
billion pounds ($1.6 billion) com- 
pared to 113.4 billion pounds 
($1.2 billion) in the previous 
budget. 

Revenue is expected to reach 
73.7 billion pounds ($776 million) 
leaving a deficit of about 82 bil- 
lion pounds ($863 million). 

Mr. Hamdi said Sudan's total 
export earnings in 1992-93 were 
projected at $431 million com- 


pared to $301 million in the pre- 
vious fiscal year. 

He added the objective of the 
new budget was to fight inflation 
and keep the deficit low. Last 
week, Mr. Hamdi said (he gov- 
ernment aimed to bring down the 
inflation rate to 50 per cent. The 
rate was currently standing at 112 
per cent, he said. 

The minister told the House 
loans from the African Develop- 
ment Bank and commodity cre- 
dits from Indonesia, Pakistan and 
Malaysia would reduce the deficit 
to 34 billion pounds ($358 mil- 
lion). 

- Mr. Hamdi said 32 per cent of 
foe 50.7 billion pounds ($534 
minion) earmarked for develop- 
ment in the budget would go to 
the agriculture and 28 per cent 
spent on the transport sector. 

The price of cotton had plum- 
meted by 40 per cent this year. 


He expected cotton revenues to 
be $S0 million. A few years agp 
cotton used to fetch up to $360 
million a year, about 60 per cent 
of the country’s entire export 
earnings. 

Livestock is expected to bring 
in $52.9 million. 

Mr. Hamdi said economic 
liberalisation policies introduced 
in February, including the de- 
valuation of the pound, had en- 
couraged Sudanese abroad to in- 
crease their remittances home to 
$45 million every month. 

Minimum monthly wage will 
rise from 1,600 pounds ($16.8) to 
2.000 pounds ($21) and workers 
earning less than 2,500 pounds 
($26) 'will be exempted from 
paying income tax. 

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), which is negotiating 
with Sudan on the resumption of 
credits, is opposed to wage rises. 


OAS calls for abolition of 
anonymous bank accounts 


NASSAU, Bahamas (R) — The 
Organisation of American States 
(OAS) has urged its 34 members 
to fight the laundering of drug 
money by abolishing anonymous 
bank accounts or those held in 
fictitious names. 

As part of its week-long annual 
assembly, the OAS issued model 
regulations that recommend se- 
vere limits on banking secrecy. 

The regulations call for suffer 
sentences for money laundering, 
stricter supervision of bank 
accounts and exchange of in- 
formation and greater coopera- 
tion between regional countries. 

Hie model regulations say: 
“Financial institutions shall main- 
tain accounts in the name of die 
account holder. They may not 
keep anonymous accounts or 
accounts which are in fictitious or 
incorrect names.” 

Uruguay's envoy to the OAS, 


Didier Operti, said: '‘This is a 
very positive move, because it 
facilitates regional cooperation 
against drug trafficking and one 
of its most important offshoots — 
money laundering.” 

Uruguay, a key offshore bank- 
ing centre in South America, has 
been singled out in Washington 
as one of the points where money 
from the region's drug trade is 
laundered. 

The regulations are the result 
of a two-year study by the OAS 
Inter-American Drug Abuse 
Control Commission. 

The OAS said banks should 
verity identity and seek as much 
information as possible on any- 
one opening an account and de- 
positing a large sum of cash. 

Information should be kept a 
minimum of five years and made 
available to national or regional 
judicial authorities. 


The OAS said that new legisla- 
tion should ban banks from in- 
forming anyone other than com- 
petent authorities and others au- 
thorised by law that an investiga- 
tion on an account has been 
opened or requested. 

The organisation called on 
countries to impose stiffer sanc- 
tions on institutions and person- 
nel involved in money laundering 
activities. 

Harsher penalties should also 
be imposed on government offi- 
cials who take advantage of their 
positions to indulge in or facili- 
tate money laundering. 

The rules urge member states 
to press charges against any of 
their nationals involved in 
money-laundering .elsewhere in 
the western hemisphere. 

They propose training bank 
employees to help them detect 
suspicious accounts. 


Russia plans weapons, uranium sales 
to fluid conversion of military output 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia plans to 
cover most of the cost of convert- 
ing mihtary output by selling 
weapons and nuclear raw mate- 
rials abroad, a senior government 
official has said. 

“Military industries cannot and 
will not be a heavy burden on the 
shoulders of the Russian people 
in times of economic hardship,” 
said Mikhail Maley, adviser to 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
on conversion. 

He said full-scale conversion to 
civilian output in Russia — which 
has inherited about 60 per cent of 
tbe former Soviet Union's milit- 
ary industries — required invest- 
ment of at least $150 billion over 
15 years. 

Parliament has approved 40 
billion roubles ($400 million) for 
this purpose in 1992. 

“It’s almost nothing. We shall 
press the parliament for more 
funds, but I doubt we can get 
much,” Mr] Maley told a news 


conference. 

A new conversion scheme has 
recently been drawn up by tbe 
Russian government to make 
military industries finance their 
own conversion to civilian out- 
put, he said. 

According to the scheme, 40 
per cent of the most competitive 
military enterprises could sell 
their commodities abroad, earn- 
ing hard currency to convert the 
other 60 per cent. 

Export of uranium could be- 
come one of the main sources of 
funds for conversion, Mr. Maley 
said. 

Russia produces more than 40 
per cent of the world’s reactor 
uranium, but its sales account for 
only seven per cent of the inter- 
national market. 

“By raising the share to at least 
20 per cent, we could get enough 
money to reequip most military 
enterprises ana supply an extra 
$800 million for the federal 


budget annually,” he said. 

Mr. Maley said that the West 
objected to Russia's increased 
sales of nuclear raw materials. 
“They try to keep our export 
share far below our production 
share.” 

Arms sales could be another 
option for the country with an 
estimated annual weapons pro- 
duction of around $5 billion, Mr. 
Maley said. 

“We can’t afford to be more 
scrupulous than other countries, 
say U.S. or France, selling their 
arms at international markets." 
he remarked. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev discussed new 
possibilities for Russian arms 
sales during a trip ro the Middle 
East last month. 

“Selling Russian anti-aircraft 
missiles alone could make $300 
million annually,” Mr. Maley 
said. 

But Western nations oppose 


the export of Russia's sophisti- 
cated weapons and strategic tech- 
nologies and are imposing obsta- 
cles to their, sale, he added. 

The United States has warned 
Russia of possible trade penalties 
if Moscow did not stop a prop- 
osed $250 million sale of cryoger 
nic rocket engines to India. 

Washington has said the deal 
would violate tbe missile technol- 
ogy control regime, an agreement 
by Western states to limit the 
spread of missile technology, par- 
ticularly to the developing world: 

But Mr. Maley said the only 
reason for Washington’s warning 
was its desire to get a possible 
competitor out of the way. 

“The contract has nothing to 
do with the missile technology 
control regime. It was a purely 
economic move,” Mr. Maley 
said. 

“President (Yeltsin) must 
stand firm as far as carrying out 
the deal is concerned." 


Cuban authorities slam farming black market 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba's com- 
munist authorities have criticised 
small, individual farmers who 
sold their products on the .black 
market instead of fulfilling their 
obligation quotas to the state. 

Tbe criticism was published by 
state media, and it appeard to 
herald an impending crackdown 
against offenders. 

“Nobody can question the pat- 
riotic sentiments of the majority 
of Cuba’s farmers,” the domestic 
news agency AIN said in a com- 
mentary. 

“But it is also true that a 
number of farmers are not re- 


sponding with the same dedica- 
tion in fulfilling their obligations 
to tbe state and instead are di- 
verting their products to the so- 
called underground market,” it 
added. 

The agency also blamed what it 
called “weakness and irresponsi- 
bility” by some officials whose 
job it was to collect tbe state 
produce quotas. 

Around 80 per cent of Cuba’s 
farm land is held by tbe state, the 
result of sweeping nationalisa- 
tions that followed the 1959 re- 
volution. Small formers allowed 
to keep hunted plots must hand 


over part of their produce to the 
state. 

Tbe communist government 
has allocated priority funds and 
mobilised tens of thousands of 
workers in a national food grow- 
ing programme. This has offset 
shortages but still falls short of 


satisfying total demand. 

Black market sales of farm 
produce remain widespread pro- 
vide an alternative source of food 
to Cuba’s more than 10 million 
people, who receive tightly sup- 
plies from the state of food and 
basic goods. ; 


Scania get Tunisian truck contract 

TUNIS (R) — The Swedish truck maker Scania will assemble ; 
2,021 heavy trucks during the next five years for the local market • 
in Tunisia, a company spokesman has said. Scania edged out •' 
Renault, Mercedes, Iveco and Volvo for the contract awarded ! 
after a call for tenders. The trucks worth $12 million representing 
70 per cent of the local market in the next five years will be 
assembled in the factory of the state-owned societe Tunisienne 
d' Industries Automobiles (STIA) in Tunis. 


UNFURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Location: Wadi Seer, west Amman: 

Area: 190 square metres. 

Consists of: Three bedrooms, sitting room, big lounge, two 
bathrooms, central heating, garden with trees and flowers, 
ventilation to all rooms. Annual rent JD 4,500. 


Furnished Flat For Rent 

Deluxe furnished flat: Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, 
two salons, dining room, washing room + separated 
heating, solar heater and telephone. Located at: A! 
Gardens Street, behind Al Radwan shopping centre. 

if Interested call 681881 


For further Information please call tel. 713832 


Luxuriously Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

First floor of 220 sq.m., newly furnished, in a private 
building located in the best residential area, between the 
5th & 4th Circles-147 Zahran Road - JabaJ Amman. 
Consisting of: Large salon, dining room, 2 double bed- 
rooms, 2 bathrooms, 3 balconies, laundry room with fully 
automatic W.M., fully equipped kitchen with fridge & 
deep-freezer, centra! heating, colour T.V., video, tele- 
phone and car-park. 

If Interested please call: 

Tel. No. 871509 &/or 678817 


fH AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 

invites applications for a part-time, qualified and 
experienced teacher of ceramics, with at least three 
years experience, to teach students preparing for 
the IGCSE and IB examinations. 

A very good command of both spoken and written 
English is essential for this post. 

Application forms may be obtained from the 
school’s reception desk, phone 845572. 

847191 and should be returned by 
Wednesday, May 27, 1992. 
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World News 


Weapons row halts Yugoslav 


army withdrawal in Sarajevo 


BELGRADE (R) — Muslim 
forces halted the Yugoslav army's 
evacuation of barracks in the 
Bosnian capital Sarajevo Monday 
saying the federal troops broke 
an agreement to hand over 
weapons, a Bosnian official said. 

Government officials and army 
commanders met to try to solve 
the dispute and set a timetable for 
troops and the families to leave 
their three remaining garrisons in 
the Bosnian capital. 

Colonel Jovan Divjak, deputy 
commander of the Bosnian Ter- 
ritorial Defence (TO) Force 
which is blockading the barracks, 
said by telephone the army re- 
neged on a deal to surrender half 
its weapons as it left. 

The city, besieged by Serb 
forces fighting Bosnian independ- 
ence, was calm despite sporadic 
shelling of its suburbs during the 
night after heavy fighting at the 
weekend. 

. But the Yugoslav News Agen- 
cy Tanjug said the centre re- 
mained dangerous because of 
sniper fire. 

“Snipers are still a major threat 
in Sarajevo,” it reported from the 
city. “They are even shooting 
people in their homes through the 
windows, making it virtually im- 
possible to guard against them.” 

The army's withdrawal from' 
one Sarajevo barracks was com- 
pleted Sunday when about 300 
soldiers, cadets and relatives re- 
treated in a column of armoured 
vehicles and trucks to a prelimin- 


ary stopover point four 
kilometres outside the Bosnian 


capital. 

“We safely evacuated without 
a shot being fired, despite strong 
encirclement," said General 
Nedeljko Boskovic, a negotiator 
sent from Belgrade. 

Croatian Radio said Bosnian 
Territorial Defence fighters bad 
occupied the installation. 

Bosnia's Muslims and Croats 
say the army helped minority 
Serbs to revolt against a vote for 
independence from Yugoslavia in 
March. The fighting has (tilled 


more than 2,250 people and cre- 
ated Europe’s biggest refugee 
problem since World War IT. 

Serbia, anchor of a new rump 
Yugoslav Federation ditched by 
four of six republics in the past 
year, says all other federal troops 
have now disengaged from Bos- 
nia. 

The start of the withdrawal 
coincided with a western drive to 
impose sanctions Serbia in 
punishment for its policies. 

Canada, echoing U-S. mea- 
sures, Sunday revoked landing 
rights for Yugoslav Airlines, re- 
called its ambassador from Bel- 
grade and demanded an urgent 
meeting of the U.N. Security 
Council to cut off Serbia’s trade 
finks. 

Canada also ordered some 
Yugoslav diplomats to leave the 
country. 

Prime Minister Brian Mul- 
roney said the Yugoslav consu- 
late in Toronto will be dosed and 
its diplomats told to leave Cana- 
da. The embassy in Ottawa will 
remain open. 

Anti-war Serb political move- 
ments emerged in Belgrade and 
Sarajevo, hoping to mine the 
discontent of many Serbs not 
involved in the fighting which has 
devastated one of eastern 
Europe’s most advanced econo- 
mies. 

Serbs and Muslims in Sarajevo 
formed a citizens party favouring 
full Bosnian independence within 
current borders, an end to fight- 
ing and adoption of a non- 
sectarian constitution. 

The party, offering to restore 
Serbs to Bosnia's collective pres- 
idency. said it opposed the repub- 
lic’s fragmentation into ethnic en- 
claves, as sought by Serb 
nationalists who have seized 65 
per cent of its territory with army 
support. 

In Serbia, intellectuals joined 
opposition leaden to forge an 
opposition bloc, the Democratic 
Movement of Serbia (DEPOS), 
to confront President Slobodan 
Milosevic. 



Victims of an attack by Serbs are laid side by side in a Bosnian viflage 


They said its aim was to rein- 
state democracy, end armed in- 
tervention against Bosnia and 
Croatia, another newly indepen- 
dent republic, and repair Serbia’s 
reputation abroad. 

“It’s a very interesting develop- 
ment, the nearest the Serb 
opposition has come to coming 
together, but they will have to get 
their message to the public,” a 
Western diplomat said. 

In Lisbon. U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker lobbied for 
U.N. sanctions against Serbia, 
and the European Community 
planned to draw up a list of 


possible punitive measures Tues- 
day, mdiMffng a full-blown trade 
embargo. 

“Anyone who is looking for 
reason not to act, or arguing 
somehow that action in the face 
of tins kind of nightmare is not 
warranted at this time... is on the 
wrong wavelength,” Mr. Baker 
said. 

EC countries raised the idea erf 
a U.N. -sponsored military mis- 
sion to eject Serb irregulars from 
Sarajevo Airport and enable 
humanitarian aid to reach strick- 
en civilians isolated by heavy 
ground fighting. 


NATO chief concerned over 


French, German move 

He also was involved in coordi- 


WASHINGTON (R) — General 
John Galvin, head of NATO and 
the supreme allied commander 
for Europe, is concerned about a 
French-German move to create a 
European Defence Force, 
according to an interview in U.S. 
News And World Report. 

Gen. Galvin also said Russia 
was in “no position right now” to 
mount a large-scale military op- 
eration but that stability in 
Europe and areas that affect it 
are still a concern, the newsmag- 
zine reported in its June 1 edi- 
tion. 

Gen. Galvin will retire at the 
end of June after five years as 
head of the alliance. During that 
tumultuous period, he has started 
withdrawing U.S. forces from 
Europe and overseen the restruc- 
turing of the Atlantic alliance 
after the end of the cold war. 


nating the allied campaign against 
Iraq in the Gulf War. 

Gen. Galvin said the latest 
proposals by the French and Ger- 
mans to create a defence struc- 
ture in Europe were more viable. 

“Whatever is done has to be 
militarily viable,” he told the 
Weekly newsmagazine. “The 
creation of a duplicate force in 
Europe is not viable.” 

On European security after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, he 
said, “there’s a proliferation of 
risk at a lower level. There are 
instabilities of ethnic strife, ultra- 
nationalism and fanaticism of one 
kind and another that lead to 
terrorism. 

“So wc (in NATO) are worried 
about the stability of Europe and 
the stability of other areas that 
afreet Europe.” 


Italy mourns slain 
anti-mafia crusader 


PALERMO. Sicily (AP) — Tens 
of thousands of citizens crowded 
outside a cathedral Monday to 
bid farewell to the nation's top 
mafia fighteT, Giovanni Falcone, 
and four other victims of orga- 
nised crime. 

Judge Falcone, an investigative 
magistrate who led Italy’s most 
important probes of Sicilian 
mobsters, was killed Saturday by 
a bomb. Also killed were his 
wife, Francesca, a Palermo 
judge, and three police escorts. 

The attack grew out of the 
“source of hidden power deter- 
mined to eliminate all who in the 
name of the law tries to destroy 
their infamous dominion of arro- 
gance and power of money,” 
declared Cardinal Salvatore Pap- 
p alar do, denouncing the mafia to 
the applause of mourners at the 
funerals. 

Outside in the rain, the over- 


flow crowd whistled and hooted 
as politicians from Rome arrived 
for the funeral. The protest was a 
sign that the people believe the 
central government isn’t doing 
enough to fight the mafia. 


Unions called an eight-hour 
strike Monday in Palermo and an 
hour strike in the rest of the 
country in solidarity. 

Turning to his fellow Sicilians 
and referring to dozens of assas- 
sinations of anti-mafia politicians, 
judges and investigators in Sicily 
in the last 15 years, the cardinal 
admonished: “We can’t fatalisti- 
cally accept what is happening to 
us. to our island, to our society." 


With his arm in a sting, an 
unidentified policeman who was 
part of Judge Falcone’s armoured 
convoy caught in the highway 
bombing, sat in a chair and wiped 
his weeping eyes. 


Bush tells Coast Guard to 


return fleeing Haitians 


KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine 
(AP) — Citing “a dangerous and 
unmanageable situation,” Presi- 
dent George Bush Sunday autho- 
rised the Coast Guard to return 
directly home all Haitians picked 
up at sea as they flee their be- 
leaguered country. 

The action, contained in an 
executive order, reflects an inten- 
sifying effort to grapple with the 
Haitian refugee problem since 
tiie September ouster of Presi- 
dent Jean-Bettrand Aristide by a 
military coup. 

Mr. Bush's executive order au- 
thorised the Coast Guard to stop 
and board refugee ships and to 
return the ship and its passengers 
to the country from which it 
came, or to another country. 

Refugee centres at the Guanta- 
namo Bay Naval Base in Cuba 


are filled to capacity with more 
than 12,000 Haitians. 

Last week, the administration 
announced the Coast Guard 
would no longer pick up all the 
Haitians fleeing their country by 
sea. 


The White House said the 
latest move “follows a large surge 
in Haitian boat people seeking to 
enter the United States and is 
necessary to protect the lives of 
the Haitians, whose boats are not 
equipped for the 600-mile jour- 
ney. 


Since last September's coup, 
the Coast Guard has picked up 
over 34,000 Haitian refugees. 
About 8,000 have been found to 
have grounds for asylum. An 
additional 14,000 have been re- 
patriated. 


Azeris shell Karabakh 


MOSCOW (AP) — Azerbaijani 
forces fired 150 rockets at the 
Askeran district in the disputed 
Nagorno-Karabakh region, kill- 
ing at least four people. Arme- 
nian officials said. 

According to the Nagorno- 
Karabakh Press Centre, several 
Armenian villages in the enclave 
came under attack Sunday. Azer- 
baijani forces in Agdam, near the 
Nagorno-Karabakh border, fired 
on the Askeran district and the 
village of Karachinar in the 
Sbaumyanovsky region, the pres 
centre said. 

Pres spokesman said at least 
four people, including three 
women and a child, died in the 
overnight attack. 

Predominantly Armenian, 
Nagorno-Karabakh is snrrounded 
by Azerbaijan. More than 1,500 
people have died in four years of 
fighting for control of the region. 

spokesmen also reported re- 
newed shelling of the Armenian 
village of Eraskh from the Azer- 
baijani enclave of Nakhichevan, 
which is wedged between Arme- 
nia to the north and East and Iran 
and Turkey to the sooth and 
west. 

Meanwhile Armenia and Azer- 
baijan rehearsed their historical 
arguments before the world's 
press Sunday and called for out- 
side help to restore peace to the 


region. 

The foreign ministers of the 
two Transcaucasian states, side 
by side on the rostrum, gave their 
versions of the causes of the 
bloody conflict over Nagorno- 
Karabakh at the closing news 
conference of an intentional aid 
con f erence in Lisbon. 


Armenia’s Raffi Hovanissyan, 
a polished California lawyer, 
Mamed the problem on Soviet 
dictator Josef Stalin’s divide-and- 
rule policy towards different 
ethnic groups. 

“This is not a religions or 
territorial war between two re- 
publics,” be declared. 


He flourished a photocopy of a 
1928 U.S. map that he said 
showed Nagorno-Karabakh, 
which has a mainly Armenian 
population, had previously had a 
land connection to Armenia. 

Soviet authorities gave the 
territory to Azerbaijan in 1923, 
but with autonomous status. 
Azerbaijan revoked tins auton- 
omy in 1990 and the Armenian 
majority later declared mdepend- 
nece. 

Azerbaijan’s Tofik Gasimov 
said the Communist Party 
Committee which decided to cre- 
ate the autonomous region in 
1921 bad bad only one Azeri on 
it. 


Ramos 
faces last 


battle for 


Philippine 


presidency 


MANILA (R) — Former De- 
fence Secretory Fidel Ramos, toe- 
ing a final battle in Congress for 
the Philippine presidency, said 
Monday tns top priority would be 
to restore political stability and 
rebuild tiie battered economy. 

Aimed Forces Chief General 
Lisandro Abadia, at an army high 
command conference, ordered 
■field officers to be ready to thwart 
any attempt by rebel groups to 
disrupt the peaceful transfer of 
power from President Corazon 
Aquino to her successor. 

With 66 per cent of’ an esti- 
mated 25 million votes cast in the 
May 11 elections unofficially 
counted, Gen. Ramos has built a 
seemingly insurmountable lead of 
more than one milli on votes over 
business tycoon Eduardo Co- 
jnangco and former Judge 
Miriam Santiago. 

He faces a final battle in the 
Congress to secure his claim to 
the presidency after opponents 
threatened to question the results, 
charging widespread fraud. 

The congress is to hold a joint 
session starting Tuesday to count 
officially the results from the 73 
provinces and 21 dries and de- 
clare the winner. 

Senator Heberson Alvarez told 
reporters The Congress would 
proclaim the whmer if it believed 
contested votes in some areas 
would not affect the overal result, 
tearing it to the supreme co urt to 
resolve the protests. 

Mrs. Santiago, a pugnacious 
former judge who has accused the 
government of rigging the vote 
count in favour of the Aquino- 
backed Gen. Ramos, Monday 
entered the third day of a tost to 
protest against alleged cheating. 

Mrs. Santiago is in third place, 

89.000 votes behind Mr. Co- 
juangco, who trails Gen. Ramos 
by 1.03 million votes, unofficial 
results showed. 

Mr. Cojnangco, an ally of late 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos, says 
he is leading Gen. Ramos by 

4.000 votes, by his own count. 

“I am confident of my eventual 

victory,” Gen. Ramos told repor- 
ters. 

He said enhancing political sta- 
bility, attracting foreign invest- 
ment to rebuild tbe economy and 
developing power projects to end 
the problem of dally electrical 
blackouts would be his priorities 
in his first 100 days in office. 

He said be would assure Man- 
ila’s that the Philippines intended 
to play a major rote in securing 
regional stability through in- 
creased defence cooperation with 
countries in Asia and the Pacific. 

Manila's decision last year to 
reject a new bases treaty with 
Washington gave neighbouring 
countries “tbe wrong signals that 
the Philippines might become iso- 
lationist,” he said. 

“Certainly, I will c o rrect (that 
perception) as early as possible, if 
I become president,” Gen. 
Ramos said. 

Strategically located on vital 
Pacific trade routes, the Philip- 
pines has a responsibility to phy a 
major role in regional security 
“and I intend to fulfil that respon- 
sibility,” he said. 

Gen. Ramos said congressional 
leaders had assured him they 
would try to avoid delay in 
announcing tbe winner. 
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Thai parliament votes 
for constitutional reform 


BANGKOK (AP) — Parliament 
Monday began a democratic 
overhaul of the constitution, a 
day after the resignation of the 
despised, military-backed prime 
minis ter. 

In tbe first step, an amendment 
reducing the military’s power in 
parliament won initial approval. 

The overhaul comes at the end 
of a bloody path. Hundreds of 
thousands of demonstrators took 
to the streets last week to demand 
tbe reforms. 48 people died in tbe 
military’s suppression of the ral- 
lies. 

Prime Minister Sochinda Krap- 

rayoon, a former army chief, 
resigned Sunday because of out- 
rage over tire bloodshed. Gen. 
Sndnnda, who ted the coop that 
brought down an elected govern- 
ment in 1991, had been named 
prime minister 48 days earlier by 
five military-backed parties who 
together hold a majority in parlia- 
ment. 

The amendment that got initial 
approval Monday says the presi- 
dent of tiie parliament must be 
tiie speaker of the popularly 
elected lower boose of repre- 
sentatives. Currently, the presi- 
dent is the speaker of the 
military-appointed Senate. 

The other three amendments 
being considered would bar tbe 
Sen^e from voting on legislation, 
allowing it only to- screen legisla- 
tion; require tiie prime minister 
to come from the ranks of elected 
legislators; and allow the parlia- 
ment to t»w» up emergency" mat- 
ters during its second session of 
the year — which c urr e n t l y is 
confuted to debating legislation. 

Each measure most be voted 
on three times, but passage is 
almost assured because the re- 
forms have tbe s u pport both of 
the government parties and tbe 
opposition, as well as the en- 
dorsement of the widely revered 
King Bhnmibol Adolyadej. 


But there is disagreement over 
how soon the reforms would take 
effect Opposition parties want 
the changes effective immediately 


upon passage, white tbe govern- 
ment parties want an interim 
period. 

By early afternoon, about 
2,000 people had gathered peace- 
fully outside the partiameftt, 
listening to speeches by pro- 
democracy activists and bolding 
up pi c t ure s of those killed last 
week. 

Some demanded tbe ' five gov- 
erning parties and the military 
chiefs take responsibility for the 
killings . 

Matty Thais are not satisfied 
with Gen. Sudrinda’s resignation. 
They are demanding that be and 
top army brass — including his 
brother-in-law, army Comman- 
der Gen. Issarapong Noonpack- 
dee — be punished for the kill- 
ings. 

They have condemned Gen. 
Suchinda’s ' declaration of an 
amnesty for himself and all others 
involved in the crackdown. 

Pro-democracy leader Cham- 
long Srimuang, whom Gen. 
Suchinda’s su p porters had de- 
tained last week, said as he en- 
tered parliament that all political 
parties, academics and die people 
“are doing whatever they can so 
that the amnesty does not affect 
the wrongdoers but only tbe inno- 
cent people.” - 

“The innocent people, includ- 
ing myself, are ready to fight in 
court because the military used 
tiie rallies as a pretext” for sop- 
pressing the pro-democracy 
movement, he said. 

A broad cross-section of Thai 
society ted by the middle class is 
fed up with six decades of military 
in te rfere nce in politics. 

Gen. Sochinda was spotted at a 
Buddhist temple Sunday morning 
but his whereabout since then 
have been unknown. 


Centre parties hit hard in 


Berlin district elections 


BERLIN (R) — Germany's cen- 
tre parties were reeling Monday 
from the vote of no-confidence 
given by this weekend’s Berlin 
dty district elections, with <me 
thud of the electorate backing 
fringe parties erf left and right. 

Official results showed protest 
voters gave the for right Republi- 
cans 8-3 per cent, the Communist 
Party of Democratic Socialism 
(PDS) 113 per cent and the 
environmentalist Greens and aril 
rights activists 133 per cent of the 
vote. 

“The extremists are' stronger 
and the mam parties have lost,” 
Uwe-Bcrnd Luhr, general- 
secretary erf the Liberal Free 
Democrats (FDP), told Monday’s 
B.Z. newspaper. 

Chancellor Helmut Khol’s 
Christian Democrats (CDU), 
who lead Beilin's coalition gov- 
ernment, won only 273 per cent 
in these first city-wide district 
elections in Berlin since 1946. 


The opposition Social Demo- 
crats (SPD), who govern Berlin 
with tiie CDU, was the biggest 
party urith 31.8 per cent but tins 
result was overshadowed by tiie 
even bigger number of voters 
who (fid not bother to go to tiie 
polls. 

The warm weather meant that 
voter turnout was a mere 613 per 
cent, which was lower than nor- 
mal. 

“Tbe party of non-voters is 
bigger than either the SPD or tiie 


CDU,” Erwin Huber, secretary- 
general of Bavaria's Christian So- 
cial Union (CSU) party, told 
B.Z. 

Analysts said the boost to tbe 
far right and le ft wa s a result of 
the CDU and,£FD’s fejl ore- to 

taAlff thf. wamwt of risin g . im- 
migration .and the soaring costs of 
German unification. . 

“The problems are becoming 
more complicated and voters 
want simpler solutions and there- 
fore choose parties that offer 
these,” political analyst Clans 
Leggewie told German Televi- 
sion. 

Tbe Berliner Zeitnng newspap- 
er said the election in Bohn, 
divided by the cold war until 
1989, was a reflection of Ger- 
many’s post-unification woes 
which featured rising taxation for 
west Germans and a slow econo- 
mic recovery in tiie east. 

The West Berliners have had to 
pay out while foe East Berliners 
have received too little,” the 
newspaper said. 

The preliminary official results 
were a relief to the tag parties 
because they had feared a repub- 
lican vote of more than 10 per 
cent, repeating the party’s shock 
10.9 per cent vote in last month’s 
Badea-Wuertembeig elections. 

But the strong showing for the 
PDS, the successor to foe Com- 
munist Party that ruled east Ger- 
many for 40 years, gave little 
comfort. 


Bush re-election team seeks to undermine Perot’s popularity 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Seeking ways to curb Ross 
Perot’s growing popularity. Presi- 
dent Bush’s re-election team in- 
tends to exploit his views on such 
topics as abortion, gun control 
and social security to undermine 
his support among key voter 
groups. 

Central to this approach are 
special interest groups, who mea- 
sure a politician’s worthiness on 
whether be agrees with them on 
particular issues. 

Tbe Texas billionaire so far has 
refused to state many petitions 
on issues. But some of his views 
have become known — notably 
on abortion rights and gun-, 
control. Mr. Bush aides hope to 
capitalise on those to keep in the 
fold voters who considered de- 
fecting from the president. 

To energise those voters, the 
campaign will beef up and 
broaden its constitutency out- 
reach effort across the country as 
the summer progresses, said Bush 
campaign Political Director 
David Carney. The idea is that 
special interest groups will pin 
down Mr. Perot in a way the news 
media so for has been unable to 
do. 

“People are looking at where 
Ross Perot is going to come down 
on some of these things. He may 
end up even energising groups 
that we haven’t traditionally dealt 
with before,” said Carney. 

Such activism could be all- 
important in the face of a 
multimilli on -dollar TV advertis- 
ing campaign Mr. Perot could 


bny with his massive personal 
wealth. 

One campaign official said Mr. 
Bush advisers are “scared to 
death about the amount of money 
be can spend on negative adver- 
tising" and on countering any 
media coverage that portrays him 
badly. 

Mr. Perot could spell “big trou- 
ble” for Mr. Bush by attracting 
“suburbanites, older folks and 
young folks and farmers — exact- 
ly the people we thought were in 
our Republican camp,” said 
House Republican leader Bob 
Michel of Illinois. 

But already Mr. Perot’s sup- 
port for abortion rights and 
advocacy of an undefined gun 
control policy have raised many 
conservative eyebrows. 

Conservative activist Gary 
Bauer predicted that those two 
issues alone will rekindle support 
for Mr. Bush among those con- 
servatives who are disenchanted 
with his presidency. 

“It’s going to be one of the 
ironies of 1992 that far from being 
a liability, the president's consis- 
tent pro-life stance is likely to be 
a big plus” as Mr. Perot and 
Democratic front-runner Bill 
Clinton compete for the backing 
of abortion rights s up po rt ers, said 
Mr. Bauer, who heads the Fami- 
ly Research Council. 

“If there were any anti- 
abortion people looking at Mr. 
Perot, they won’t support him," 
said David O’Steen, executive 
director of the National Right to 
Life Committee. The group will 


publicise tbe candidates* abortion 
positions in its newsletter. 

Questions also have arisen on 
whether Mr. Perot advocated a 
new income tax in Texas and his 
critic ism of tbe Gulf war. Senior 
citizens are wary of his call to call 
away social security and medicare 
from the rich. 

Mr. Perot “can say all he wants 
that people don’t care about 
issues, but people do care about 
issues,” said Mr. Carney. 

Mimi Dawson, who heads tiie 
Bush Constitutency Outreach, 
said many groups are dosely 
watching Mr. Perot because 
“they have their own agendas” 
beyond backing Mr. Bush. 

■ The Bush camp is researching 
Mr. Perot's past statements in 
■hopes of finding damaging mate- 
rial to share with special interest 
groups, said another official. 

On another front, tbe Bush 
team hopes Mr. Perot’s 
ascendency will dispel the torpor 
afflicting some Republican quar- 
tets, as the growing seriousness of 
a Perot challenge stirs compla- 
cent Bush backers. 

All the while. Bush aides pub- 
licly timing off Mr. Perot’s un- 
known potential, claiming he will 
fade once people learn what he’s 
all about. 

White House political director 
Ron Kaufman described him as a 
frustration candidate who will 
face “an entirely different world 
in September” when the general 
election campaign gets under way 
in earnest. 

Mr. Bush’s chief of staff. 


Samuel Skinner, said last week 
that polls showed 60 per cent of 
Mr. Perot’s supporters don’t 
know what he stands for. 

He told a Milwaukee fund- 
raiser that Ross Perot would not 
be able to govern effectively as 
president because he would not 
have party support in Congress. 

Meanwhile a huge computer 
service company founded by Mr. 
Perot used illegal labour practices 
to deter employees from leaving, 
according to a report in the De- 
troit News Sunday. 


At least six framer EDS em- 
ployees are awaiting hearings 
with the Michigan D ep art m ent of 
Labour over the fines. 

In a separate development, 
Mr. Clinton told a black ch u rch 
audience Sunday that his solution 
to urban problems was to “take 
care of our own folks.” 


The report quoted former em- 
ployc es of Electronic Data Sys- 
tems (EDS), which Mr. Perot 
sold to General Motors Corp. in 
1948, as saying they were fenced 
to ago notes agreeing to pay up 
to $9,000 if they quit or were fired 
within several years of their train- 
ing. 


Mr. (Hinton, addressing about 
250 parishioners at the Greater 
Paradise Missionary Baptist 
Church , said Republican lead- 
ership in foe last 12 years have 
weakened the country by drain- 
ing money from p ro gramm es like 
Head Start and refusing to 
emphasise programmes that tram 
and educate Americans. 


The company revised the plan 
in 1990 after state officials said it 
was illegal. But tbe changes only 
pertained to current- and future 
employees. 

A spokesman for Dallas-based 
EDS was not available to com- 
ment on the report. 

Employees who worked for 
EDS when Mr. Perot was at the 
helm are still being harassed to 
pay the notes, lawyers told the 
newspaper. 

Company officials -said the 
notes were meant to prevent 
coa p e tima from raiding EDS 
after its employees completed 
“worid-dass" training program- 
mes. 


“I have ample programmes — 
let’s take care of our own folks,” 
the said, by giving businesses 
incentives to invest in jobs, creat- 
ing an apprenticeship progr amme 
for young people and allowing 
college students to pay off college 
loans through public service. 

Americans want to .be part of 
“one community and one fami- 
ly.” He said that feeling at be- 
longing kept many Los Angeles 
residents at home while others 
rioted and looted following the 
verdict in tiie Rodney King beat- 
ing case. 


“Why? Because tiie people 
who did right thought they were a 
part of something bigger than 
themselves,” Mr. Cfimon said. 

Campaigning for his home 
state's primary Tuesday, Mr. 
Omton thanked chnichgoeis for 
their support. 



Wedding bells said 
to ring for Princess 
Anne 


Rescuers battle 5 
million bees at fatar 
wreck 


WJLUSTON, Florida (AP) — A 
truck driver who survived an acci- 
dent that lolled another man was 
trapped in his truck for three 
hours because rescuers had to 
fight milfions of angry bees to get 
him out. “It was a nightmare,” 
said John Paul Shane, 43. Mr. 
Shane was transporting 250 bee- 
hives, each containing between 
20,000 and 30,000 bees, when his 
flatbed truck collided head-on 
with a Geo Metro driven by John 
Lewis Griffin, 41, police said. 
Mr. Griffin was lolled. Mr. Shane 
said he was stung numerous times 
while rescuers worked to free him 
from the twisted wreckage. “That 
was a mental trip, surviving the 
wreck and then thinking I might 
get stung to death,” he said. Lit. 
Mauro Porcelh of the Marion 
County Fire Department said 
freeing Mr. Shane was a difficult 
job for rescue workers because of 
the bees. “It was incredible. They 
were all over the place,” he said. 
Lt- Porcelli and three other res- 
cuers were treated at a local 
hospital for multiple bee stings. 
Cal Byrd, assistant chief of foe 
Wflliston Fire Department, said 
most of the bees were killed by 
firefighters who used insecticide 
foam and spray to battle tire bugs. 
The dead bees had to be hauled 
away by a truck. 
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LONDON (R) — Princess Anne, 
the divorcee daughter of Queen 
Elizabeth, is about to .annonnoe 
her engagement to a naval officer 
after a secret “wedding summit” 
with her parents in Scotland, 
Britain’s tabloids reported Mon- 
day. The 41-year-old princess 
flew to Balmoral Castle at the 
weekend m a visit interpreted by 
the popular press as a possible 
prelude to a wedding announce- 
ment. “Anne in secret wedding 
summit,” said the mass- 
circulation Sun after tbe princess 
joined the queen and Prince Pla- 
ksp for a holiday break at the royal 
palace. The Daily Mail and the 
Daily Express also spoke of talk 
in royal aides that the princess' 
was discussing plans to many 
Timothy Laurence, a royal equer- 
ry with whom her name has been 
romanitcally linked since 1989. 
Princess Anne was granted a di- 
vorce from husband Captain 
Mark Phillips last month after a stor- 
my marriage that began with a fury- 
tale cathedral wedding in 1973. 
Tbe couple, who have two chil- 
dren, had lived apart for more 
than two yean. Princess Anne’s 
friendship with Commander 
Laurence came to light- three 
yean ago when personal letters 
he wrote to her went missing and 
were offered for sale to a news- 
paper. The letters were never 
published. Laurence, 37, is a 
naval commander wbo moved in 
royal circles in his capacity as', 
equerry. Buckingham Palace said 
tiie princess was on a private visit 
and would not confirm whether 
Commander Laurence would be 
there too. Princess Anne would 
be the first high-ranking royal to 
remarry after a divorce since foe- 
days of Henry VUI, the 16th- 
century king who married six' 
times. 
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Protesters place . 
dove near ‘bomber’ 
memorial 
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LONDON (R) — Peace cam- 
paigners- placed a wooden white 
move dose to a controversial 
statue of British World War II 
Co mm ander Sir Arthur “Bom- 
ber” Harris wbo masterminded 
bombing of German dries. 
Queen Mother Elizabeth is to 
unveil the bronze statue of Com- 
mander Harris next Sunday, an 
event that has also bro ught pro- 
tests from the mayors of German 
cities where bombs from airc r aft 
of Commander Harris’s Bomber 
Command killed 600,000 civi- 
lians. The. statue will rcmembar 
Commander Harris and 55,000 
British airmen from Bomber 
Command who died in the war.- A 
spokesman for a group called 
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Arrow (Active Resistance To 
The Roots Of War) said it orga- 
nised Sunday's “alternative cere- 
mony” to nanember &U victims of 
mass bombing by both sides. The 
protest was led try Canon Paul 
Ocstracher of Coventry Cathed- 
ral which was rebuilt after being 
destroyed by heavy German raids 
on the England city of Coventry. 
“We are here in friendship. To 
Met this monument .50 years 
later is grossly insensitive mid 
does not help to bind up the 
wounds of the past,” he ard. *Tf 
foe Harris statue ' had even an 
inscription remembering victims 
of tire bombing, we wmdd hot be 
Protesting.” Hie protesters were 
also criticised. 
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